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A word from Pope Francis

E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
6th Sunday of the Year (C) Luke 6: 17 , 20-26
Eddie works with a number of deprived families and is passionate in seeking help for them.
When he’s really fired up, he’s formidable. He reckons everyone is poor.
I’ve heard him more than once say that you and I wouldn’t be able to live with the meagre or
desperately inadequate resources on which too many individuals and families contrive to
manage. Our abilities or struggles are masked and cushioned against the harsher realities of
life, he says, and people less fortunate than us wrestle with them daily.
We can all argue with generalisations. But why does he think everyone’s poor? ‘Poverty and
injustice are scourges on humanity that should be eradicated. Our lack of understanding of
the problems causing poverty, our not really wanting to know what we can do about it, our
reluctance to see people in need having a claim on us - all serve to raise questions about our
insular thinking, our lack of challenge to Governments and show how poor we are in living the
Gospel’.
‘Many would be hurt by your views’, I tell Eddie. He goes on to say the people we label as ‘the
poor’, have no illusions about themselves. Living on or below the breadline or with rank
unfairness towards disability, hunger, bad housing and all manner of inadequate provision for
mental health, paint a portrait of a society failing to honour the dignity of fellow human
beings. ‘That’, says Eddie, can only describe us as seriously poor and we’re all culpable’.
In Jesus’ eyes the poor have no interest in the status quo- it’s done them no favours. Material
distractions give way to necessities for survival. Poor people are open to God in ways that
many don’t have to consider - many who are insulated against the rigours of where the next
meal may be coming from. All throughout the bible, the poor have a special place in God’s
heart. He hears their cry when we don’t.
Poor people help us by contrast to see our own situation. They disturb our consciences and
remind us how poor we are in understanding the Gospel. Jesus came to bring good news to
the poor. It’s only good if it does something to help the poor, otherwise it’s just warm words.
It’s the poor who teach us the Gospel - in so far as we do or neglect to do, feed, clothe, house
and visit others, we do or neglect to do it to the Lord.
The message is blunt. We, the Church, are Christ’s body now, here on earth. The Lord hears
the cry of the poor. So must we - and respond as Jesus would want us to. Eddie reckons most
people don’t want to know. This is personal. We can’t afford to not listen and must decide to
act. The Gospel requires we at least think about this.

In the face of possible risks to the environment which may affect the
common good now and in the future, decisions must be made based on
a comparison of the risks and benefits foreseen for the various possible
alternatives. This is especially the case when a project may lead to a
greater use of natural resources, higher levels of emission or discharge,
an increase of refuse, or significant changes to the landscape, the
habitats of protected species or public spaces. Some projects, if
insufficiently studied, can profoundly affect the quality of life of an area
due to very different factors such as unforeseen noise pollution, the
shrinking of visual horizons, the loss of cultural values, or the effects of
nuclear energy use. The culture of consumerism, which prioritises shortterm gain and private interest, can make it easy to rubber-stamp
authorisations or to conceal information.
In any discussion about a proposed venture, a number of questions need
to be asked in order to discern whether or not it will contribute to
genuine integral development. What will it accomplish? Why? Where?
When? How? For whom? What are the risks? What are the costs? Who
will pay for these costs and how? In this discernment, some questions
must have higher priority. For example, we know that water is a scarce
and indispensable resource and a fundamental right which conditions
the exercise of other human rights. This indisputable fact overrides any
other assessment of environmental impact on a region.
- Laudato
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