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Pope Francis on pollution and climate change

Second Sunday of the Year (C) 2: 1-11
“What made the difference for me was going to Lourdes”, Alice said. For Chas it was joining a
Scripture group and Pat reckoned it was her husband’s religion and parish that moved faith off
the page and made Jesus real.
We can listen to words for years - even really good ones - but when we experience stuff
personally, when something picks us up and carries us along, if light dawns, if we feel a change
inside, then we might begin seeing things differently. God’s mysterious hand may well be at
work and we shouldn't be surprised.
Our Scriptures ask God to open the eyes of our minds. Praying like this can be dangerous - it’s
about change and the change might be uncomfortable. Learning new things may mean we
jettison familiar habits and re-write how we ought to be. Engrained behaviour patterns can be
challenged if not overtaken. Look at today’s Gospel.

All Mary said was, ‘They have no wine’. We know what happened next. St John tells the story.
He calls it a sign - the first of many. But some people just don’t get signs. How hard do you
have to hit people before they get the message? The steward in the story wants to tell the
bridegroom he should have served the best wine first. He’s just doing his job. But did he see
that Jesus is the new that’s replacing the old. He’s the living sign that God has visited his
people personally. It’s not about wine.
Mary noticed the problem. Mothers often do. Jesus’ time hadn't come - it came later in a
brutal death and mind-bending resurrection. But this was a warm and caring signal that our
God entered the human story and in an episode of spectacular abundance (work out how
much wine is in 20 or 30 gallons and multiply by six!) showed how small-minded and earthbound we really are.
The story tells us that ‘he let his glory be seen and his disciples believed in him’. Today’s
disciples, like Alice, Chas and Pat, like you and me, need our eyes opening constantly. Just
doing what we’ve always done means we’ll miss the signals of the Jesus who lives and walks
among us. The God who asks to meet us in the faces and demands of the hungry, the cold and
depressed, the worried and the sick, and to discover his surreptitious disguises as he’s hidden
in plain sight.
Next time you open a bottle of wine or drink a glass, maybe you’ll recall a wedding at Cana
where no one missed out and an extravagant God smashed the boundaries of reality and lived
among us. You know what? - He’s still here.

Some forms of pollution are part of people’s daily experience. Exposure to atmospheric
pollutants produces a broad spectrum of health hazards, especially for the poor, and causes
millions of premature deaths. People become ill, for example, from breathing high levels of
smoke from fuels used in cooking or heating. There is also pollution that affects everyone,
caused by transport, industrial fumes, substances which contribute to the acidification of soil and
water, fertilizers, insecticides, fungicides, herbicides and agrotoxins in general. Technology,
which linked to business interests, is presented as the only way of solving these problems, in fact
proves incapable of seeing the mysterious network of relations between things and so sometimes
solves one problem only to create others.
The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth. In many
parts of the planet, the elderly lament that once beautiful landscapes are now covered with
rubbish. Industrial waste and chemical products utilised in cities and agricultural areas can lead
to bioaccumulation in the orgasms of the local population, even when levels of toxins in those
places are low. Frequently no measures are taken until after people’s health has been
irreversibly affected.
These problems are closely linked to a throwaway culture which affects the excluded just as it
quickly reduces things to rubbish. Most of the paper we produce is thrown away and not
recycled. It is hard for us to accept the way natural ecosystems work. We have not yet managed
to adopt a circular model of production capable of preserving resources for present and future
generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non-renewable resources, moderating
their consumption, maximising their efficient use, re-using and recycling them.
A serious consideration of this issue would be one way of counteracting the throwaway culture
which affects the entire planet, but it must be said that only limited progress has been made in
this regard.
The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all.
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