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ESCOMB PARTNERSHIP NOTE

4th Sunday of Advent (C): Luke 1: 39-45

Luke the Gospel writer is a people person. An observer who appreciated emotions and
relationships. St Paul called him a doctor. | suspect he had a great bedside manner. God has
spoken to us through his inspired words.

Todays Gospel carries news of teenage Mary’s visit to the mature Elizabeth - two women
sharing the mystery of God’s purpose during three months preparing for motherhood. They
call us to reflect on the power of conversations, time spent exploring in faith-filled wonder
what God brings about in us. Don’t miss what’s going on here. Faith grows bigger when we
chance sharing it. What's personal is often most general. We learn from one another. Being
open and honest ennobles our humanity.

A word can be electric-“The moment your greetng reached
| eapt & flueris cgnregying the mothers of Jesus and John the Baptist and linking the

sons they are carrying. Mary and Elizabeth were formed and reformed by the maternal
nurturing their roles required. With the Spirit they played their part in the formative years of

the Baptist and the Son of God. Brilliant!

Mary and Elizabeth were poignantly not only close to the wonder and mystery of life taking
place within them - they’re very much aware of the power and presence of God. Elizabeth
delights in being visited by “t he mot her. ToHave beyn a flyer the wall and to
listen in to their conversations, their prayers, their joy and sense of awe, would challenge our
own humdrum daily routines. How in touch are we with how God is present in our life
patterns? How practised in savouring our experience and pondering on our limited openness
to God’s Spirit? How much of this do we want? We’re not just bystanders here - we’re being
pulled in and questioned.

God’s ways are not ours - how easily we can say that - but we’re eternal students on a steep
learning curve as he reveals himself moment to moment. If we blink we’ll miss something.
Mary believed, listened and never stopped pondering. She wants Jesus for us too. We need
to learn from her style. Today’s Gospel picture was certainly not the only time Mary and
Elizabeth would have met and spent time and talk together. Share your understandings with a
good mate. It creates openings for enlightenment.
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Pope Francis on human dignity
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