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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
Twenty First Sunday of the Year (B) : John 6: 60-69
David is a good friend. He doesn't read music. To him, a page of sheet music is a load of
squiggles and marks on a grid of lines. Others can look at the same sheet and hear the tune.
Debbie manages her money very well, but algebra and quadratic equations are Einstein’s
province and as unhelpful to her as Egyptian hieroglyphs.
Much of what makes the world turn, what we rely on for life, is beyond our knowledge and
our comprehension. The technology we trust hasn’t been available very long. The universe
is still expanding. Science, medicine, engineering and any discipline you can imagine are
growing and testing the limits of received wisdom every day. Boundaries are but moving
targets enticing us to find out more.
It’s no surprise that when the God of love became one of us, he’s going to do and say some
challenging things. Do we all feel, even if only occasionally, that we know better? God
should come round to our own point of view? Some things make such clear and good sense
that surely the Lord ought to see it!
It can be tempting to want to freeze history, to settle for what we think now and not
wanting things to shift further. But God still has more to say and more to give. Jesus the
teacher wants us not to stop being his students - it’s what ‘disciples’ means, after all. His
provocative language about giving his flesh for the life of the world is meant to shake us up,
to ask questions, not to accept the mystery and wonder of his teaching without finding out
more.
It means coming back for the next lesson, seeking what our mates think. A good test of
whether we understand something or not can be measured by how well we can explain it
to someone else. Being taught by God may be demanding, but there can be no greater
adventure if we’re prepared to journey into new territories and discover that the Kingdom
of God has no end.
Simon Peter didn’t necessarily understand all Jesus’ teaching but he knew there was and is
no one better. So he stays to find out more. He’d never met anyone like Jesus. It’s a no
brainer. We learn by staying with the enormity of what Jesus gives in the hope that we
glimpse more about being fed, about Communion with God and one another and about
how limited we can be if we’re not careful. Hang in. Keep coming back.
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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P
Pope Francis on tenderness
Politics must make room for a tender love of others. What is tenderness? It is
love that draws near and becomes real. A movement that starts from our heart
and reaches the eyes, the ears and the hands…. Tenderness is the path of
choice for the strongest, most courageous men and women. Amid the daily
concerns of political life, the smallest, the weakest, the poorest should touch
our hearts; indeed, they have a right to appeal to our heart and soul. They are
our brothers and sisters, and as such we must love and care for them.

All this can help us realise that what is important is not constantly achieving
great results, since these are not always possible. In political activity, we should
remember that, appearances notwithstanding, every person is immensely holy
and deserves our love. Consequently, if I can help at least one person to have a
better life, that already justifies the offering of my life. It is a wonderful thing to
be God’s faithful people. We achieve fulfilment when we break down walls and
our hearts are filled with faces and names! The great goals of our dreams and
plans may only be achieved in part. Yet beyond this, those who love, and who
no longer view politics merely as a quest for power, may be sure that none of
our acts of love will be lost, nor any of our acts of sincere concern for others.
No single act of love for God will be lost, no generous effort is meaningless, no
painful endurance is wasted. All of these encircle our world like a vital force.
- Fratelli Tutti - paras 194-5

