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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P
A word from Pope Francis

Second Sunday of Easter (C) : John 20: 19-31
It’s all right to question. It’s the way we learn. You can’t go through a day without wondering,
pausing to query alternatives.

I knew a bloke years ago in Newcastle - his name was Thomas as well - and one of his mates
nicknamed him ‘Prove it’ because it was a constant refrain we heard from him . I enjoyed
many a discussion with him and he loved a good argument. If you couldn’t produce evidence,
back up opinions with facts and figures, he didn't want to know. He loved the debate, he liked
to challenge. Trouble was, he often sat on the fence and you never knew what he thought.
Often, it seemed, neither did he.
Without trust, much of ordinary life is not possible. Apart from obvious and clear certainties
many a thing remains as a working hypothesis but it gets us through. We cope with the
balance of probabilities and what looks the more likely to be the case. Geordie Tom could give
himself a hard time. He was his own worst taskmaster.

Gospel Thomas the Apostle is a person I warm towards. I suspect there’s a bit of him in all of
us - not wanting to hurt or fool ourselves chasing unlikely possibilities. But there are just too
many things we have to accept when we’re unable to force the world to deliver evidence in
terms we can understand. We choose to believe people, believe in individuals we favour, be
selective in our views of the world and the reasons why. We struggle within ourselves often.
The people of Nazareth largely rejected Jesus. If you’re in the building trade and (the man
people mistakenly believe to be) your father is too, ‘don’t come round here claiming to be
someone different. Stay in the box we put you in. Don’t get ideas above your station’. And
that’s after being impressed by his words and his healings. There are still people who believe
the world is flat.

Gospel Thomas loved Jesus. He couldn't allow himself to be hurt again after the loss of his
Master and friend by believing Jesus could ever be alive after death by crucifixion. But Jesus
came back personally for Thomas. He believed in Thomas when Thomas couldn’t believe in
himself. Doubting yourself is more than uncomfortable.
Questions are great and essential. They have to exist alongside assent to things tantalisingly
short on detail but massive in their implications and consequences. Believing beyond available
evidence has the Lord’s blessing. There are times when faith really is a gift. Believing in
people is an act of love and a daring commitment. Our God believes in us. Returning the
move and believing in him is a gesture he relishes. When it’s hard, Thomas is your go-to saint.
We’ll meet him one day - I believe.

Because we do not always see seeds growing, we need an interior certainty, a
conviction that God is able to act in every situation, even amid apparent
setbacks. We have this treasure in earthen vessels (2 Corinthians 4:7). This
certainty is often called ‘a sense of mystery’. It involves knowing with certitude
that all those who entrust themselves to God in love will bear good fruit
(cf John 15:5). This fruitfulness is often invisible, elusive and unquantifiable.
We can know quite well that our lives will be fruitful, without claiming to know
how, or where, or when. We may be sure that none of our acts of love will be
lost, nor any of our acts of sincere concern for others. No single act of love for
God will be lost, no generous effort is meaningless, no painful endurance is
wasted. All of these encircle our world like a vital force. Sometimes it seems
that our work is fruitless, but mission is not like a business transaction or
investment, or even a humanitarian activity. It is not a show where we count
how many people come as a result of our publicity; it is something much
deeper, which escapes all measurement. It may be that the Lord uses our
sacrifices to shower blessings in another part of the world which we will never
visit.
The Holy Spirit works as he wills, when he wills and where he wills; we entrust
ourselves without pretending to see striking results. We know only that our
commitment is necessary. Let us learn to rest in the tenderness of the arms of
the Father amid our creative and generous commitment. Let us keep marching
forward; let us give him everything, allowing him to make our efforts bear fruit
in his good time.
- The Joy of the Gospel para 279

