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Feast of the Holy Family C): Luke 1: 39-45 

 
Jesus grew up in a family.  Cousins, aunts, uncles, grandparents, friends and neighbours 
formed the context of much that happened in the home life of the people of his time.  Today’s 
feast is more down to earth and familiar than we may think. 
 
The best of families are not perfect - they’re made up of humans and we’re all different.  No 
matter how loving or well organised we may be, we cannot hold at bay the accidents and 
crises life throws at us.  The opinions, temperaments, skills and foibles of all who make claims 
on us, their health, grumbles, sickness and experience of loss affect us and test our ability to 
cope.  Jesus, Mary and Joseph were not protected from all that and more.  Inherited family 
customs and idiosyncracies were accepted parts of their world. 
 
Luke the Gospel writer picked up the story of twelve year old Jesus being lost and finally being 
discovered in the temple at Jerusalem.  Was this an adolescent being an adolescent, going off 
on his own and being unaware of the wrong his absence might cause?  We’re given to 
speculation on that.  But Luke is telling us something about the young Jesus growing in 
knowledge and understanding of his own identity and mission already in his formative years. 
 
Meanwhile, Mary and Joseph face the horror of discovering he’s not with the extended family 
and perhaps they should have checked earlier.  Maybe they did.  But in their shoes I’d blame 
myself for just making assumptions when more was needed.  Mary and Joseph must have 
thought over this experience mulled and cried over it and never forgot it. 
 
It raised so many questions - about their expectations, their fallibility and the Son who was not 
only theirs but God’s.  Teenagers at that age are children yes, but they’re beginning to indicate 
they’re not staying there.  Greater independence beckons.  It’s not easy for parents. 
 
The Church invites us to pray to be more like the Holy Family.  It can sound like pious nonsense 
when they were so unique.  It does however, remind us that holiness is born in the changes 
and sacrifices commonplace to all family living.  Tolerance and acceptance, understanding and 
letting go are the nuts and bolts, the raw materials of Gospel holiness and raw it can feel 
sometimes.  Family life is messy.  Real gold is to be discovered in its ups and downs.  That we 
can pray for. 

 

Pope Francis on religion and violence 

 

Sincere and humble worship of God bears fruit not in discrimination, hatred 

and violence, but in respect for the sacredness of life, respect for the dignity 

and freedom of others, and loving commitment to the welfare of all.  Truly, 

whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  (1 John 4:8).For 

this reason, terrorism is deplorable and threatens the security of people - be 

they in the East or the West, the North or the South - and disseminates panic, 

terror and pessimism, but this is not due to religion, even when terrorists use it 

to justify their actions. 

It is due, rather to an accumulation of incorrect interpretations of religious texts 

and to policies linked to hunger, poverty, injustice, oppression and pride.  That 

is why it is so necessary to stop supporting terrorist movements fuelled by 

financing, the provision of weapons and strategy, and by attempts to justify 

these movements, even using the media.  All these must be regarded as 

international crimes that threaten security and world peace.   

Such terrorism must be condemned in all its forms and expressions.  Religious 

convictions about the sacred meaning of human life permits us to recognise the 

fundamental values of our common humanity, values in the name of which we 

can and must cooperate, build and dialogue, pardon and grow, this will allow 

different voices to unite in creating a melody of sublime nobility and beauty, 

instead of fanatical cries of hatred. 

 

- Fratelli Tutti para 283 

 

Hexham & Newcastle D D I O C E S E  O F   

E S C O M B  PA R T N E R S H I P  

 


