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Pope Francis on

8th Sunday of the Year (C) Luke 6: 39-45

A Better Kind of Politics

“I like a lot of the Gospel passages I hear read out in church”, someone told me recently.
He then added. “But I usually apply them to someone else - not to me”. I appreciate his
honesty. He’s not alone in thinking like that. We all tend to do it at least sometimes.
When Jesus is weighing in against scribes and Pharisees, taking their arguments apart and
giving them what-for, we might be nodding in agreement, cheering him on. It’s clear
whose side we like to be on. We should be no strangers to knowing that he teaches
crowds (that’s us) and disciples (that’s us too). Emphatically he tells us how we are loved
and that’s the Good News. When he blows out unloving behaviour in others we’re
hearing what to avoid. We are to mirror God’s love of us in the way we get on with
others whether we like them or not.
Football fans among us might have suggested the occasional referee needed an eye-test,
but we all need one and perhaps regularly. Jesus is quick to point out that blind leaders
are dangerous individuals and their decisions risky to say the least. When we speak
without knowing the facts and act likewise, it’s time to reconsider. Physically blind
people are many times more careful than we are before they move - they have to be.
There’s a lesson for us there.
The Lord’s message requires humility from us to recognise our shortcomings. Fairminded folks will put both hands up, guilty in our own eyes, as we seek to make Jesus’
teaching our own. We are his students after all. We don’t see the world as it is - we see
it as we are . It may be time to change our specs or to peer more closely before coming
to know that what we may think of as fact is just our perception. Others - including the
Master - may see the same thing differently. We are his people. He’s working on us. We
need to work on ourselves.
Our behaviour is directed by our honest understanding and the values we build up over
years. We’re more than followers. ‘Followers’ sounds rather passive. Our allegiance has
to be far more than casual. No. We’re apprentices. Learning our craft from the Son of
God. It’s about developing skills, taking on his way of doing things, how he relates to
people, and doing it like a good apprentice until it’s second nature. As he says, the fully
trained disciple will always be like his teacher. That’s a very attractive thought.

Good politics combines love with hope and with confidence in the reserves of goodness
present in human hearts. Indeed, authentic political life, built upon respect for law and
frank dialogue between individuals, is constantly renewed whenever there is a
realisation that every woman and man, and every new generation, brings the promise
of new relational, intellectual, cultural and spiritual energies.
Viewed in this way, politics is something more noble than posturing, marketing and
media spin. These sow nothing but division, conflict and a bleak cynicism incapable of
mobilising people to pursue a common goal. At times, in thinking of the future, we do
well to ask ourselves, ‘Why am I doing this?’ ‘What is my real aim?’ For as time goes on,
reflecting on the past, the questions will not be ‘How many people endorsed me?’,
‘How many people voted for me?’, ‘How many had a positive image of me?’ The real,
and potentially painful, questions will be, ‘How much love did I put into my work?’
‘What did I do for the progress of our people?’, ‘What mark did I leave on the life of
society?’, ‘What real bonds did I create?’, ‘What positive forces did I unleash?’, ‘How
much social peace did I sow?’, ‘What good did I achieve in the position that was
entrusted to me?’

- Fratelli
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