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7th Sunday of Easter (C) : John 17: 20-26 
 

I don’t know about you, but my brain gets tested by big numbers.  Anything after billions and I see the 
words but can't put it into manageable pictures. 
 
For instance - in addition to spinning on its own axis, the Earth takes a year to orbit the Sun.  We’re 
apparently travelling fifty times faster than a bullet, fast enough to climb Mount Everest three times a 
second.  Whatever you were doing at this time yesterday, you’re 1.6 million miles away from where 
you were then.  A friend of mine shares the problem of coping with astronomical distances.  He can 
get lost in Tesco’s. 
 
But we don’t always think in pictures.  It seems we all differ in our preferred way of appreciating 
reality.  We’re not all visual thinkers.  But Jesus’ teaching stretches our minds and can cause the 
imagination to dance. 
 
He prayed for us at the Last Supper.  If this surprises you, note St John sharing Jesus’ prayer to the 
Father, “I pray not only for these (his apostles) but for those also who through their words will believe 
in me”.  That’s us, shaped by the continuing teaching of the first apostles and their successors.  But 
then it gets complicated but stunning. 
 
The language of union, of being one with Jesus as he is one with his Father, begins to test my brain.  
Being pulled into God’s life, soaked in a love beyond imagining is exciting but overmuch to take in 
easily.  Delight in this we must. Understand it we can’t.  Giving thanks for it has to be constant.  We’re 
on a journey of discovery and intimacy that can undermine our selfish aspirations.  It’s happening 
when we can’t see it, and it challenges how we relate to others. 
 
We’re all watching one another all the time.  Our union with Jesus, he says, must be noticeable.  It’s 
not preachy but just about the opposite.  In down to earth positive regard and welcome, it invites us 
to see the good in the ordinary but to take initiatives, plant seeds, know God will be busy doing what 
we’ll not see. 
 
He prays that we’ll be united in our love and witness.  It seems a fond hope in the various fractured 
and stubborn camps within the Church.  We recognise that unity of Christian churches is not an option 
but a goal we work towards because the Lord asks it of us. 
 
Today’s Gospel is not symbolism.  Sit with knowing we live in God’s life.  It’s intended.  We’ll live it 
better and more deliberately if we’re familiar with what Jesus is saying.  God is not billions of miles 
away.  He’s closer to us than we are to ourselves.  Be amazed - it means we are learning. 

 

Pope Francis on Conflict and Peace 

 

Conflict cannot be ignored or concealed.  It has to be faced.  But if we remain 

trapped in conflict, we lose perspective, our horizons shrink and reality itself 

begins to fall apart.  In the midst of conflict, we lose our sense of the profound 

unity of reality. 

When conflict arises, some people simply look at it and go their way as if 

nothing happened; they wash their hands of it and get on with their lives.  

Others embrace it in such a way that they become its prisoners; they lose their 

bearings, project onto institutions their own confusion and dissatisfaction and 

thus make unity impossible.  But there is also a third way, and it is the best way 

to deal with conflict.  It is the willingness to face conflict head on, to resolve it 

and to make it a link in the chain of a new process. ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers!’ (Matthew 50:9). 

The message of peace is not about a negotiated settlement but rather the 

conviction that the unity brought by the Spirit can harmonise every diversity.  It 

overcomes every conflict by creating a new and promising synthesis.  Diversity 

is a beautiful thing when it can constantly enter into a process of reconciliation 

and seal a sort of cultural covenant resulting in a ‘reconciled diversity’.    As the 

bishops of the Congo have put it, ‘Our ethnic diversity is our wealth.  It is only 

unity, through conversion of hearts and reconciliation, that we will be able to 

help our country to develop on all levels’. 

 

The Joy of the Gospel - paras 226-7 and 230 
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