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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
Trinity Sunday (B) : Matthew 28: 16-20
We called him Big Mally - Malcolm was his name. He was an imposing giant of a man, a rugby prop
forward from north of the border. His presence inspired confidence and fear in equal measure. But
his work for youth clubs and hard-up families betrayed a gold nugget of humanity.
Mally would give his time beyond what some felt was sensible. He affected, inspired and supported
others to initiate programmes and schemes to benefit kids with talent and many others without, but
who needed to know consistently that they were and are, forevermore special.
Initially he was reticent about what lay behind his helping work, but when we got to know one another
better he shared something of his own deprived background. He’d had a rough personal history in a
dysfunctional family and his size and sporting ability had been his passport to better things. He
understood unmet need and, when able, felt he wanted to make a difference. He discovered a
personal faith in Jesus which had previously been mere words learnt at school.
Jesus reveals the mystery of God to us using the image of Father, the initiator of life. It’s a testing
insight into what we think fathering or, more widely, parenting is and should be about. Our
experience may or may not be helpful. Mally’s wasn’t. But he discovered in Jesus’ manner of being
with people that the Lord was mirroring an appreciation of love beyond the usual give and take of
knockabout relationships. Mally read and re-read St John’s Gospel and, short of counting the times
Jesus used the word ‘Father’, he was bowled over by Jesus showing the Father to us.
Mally got Jesus’ message about God - ‘you see me, you see him. I speak his words. He and I are one’.
The love between Father and Son we have come to know as the Holy Spirit - God’s ever present way of
being with us now. In human words and gestures Jesus shows us a God of love who cherishes and
takes care of his children.
We’re astoundingly blessed to share in God’s life, and rightly understood, that fuels our working for
others. Increasingly it did for Mally. We are God’s agents who make real the pious religious language
that people need to feel and witness being actioned. Words on a page need to be massaged into life
by us who read them and hear them read.
Our God is beyond our understanding. But the experience of being loved and loving others speaks a
language that has no barriers. We’re involved. Always have been. Make it happen. Thanks.
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The Church esteems the ways in which God works in other religions, and
‘rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions. She has a high
regard for their manner of life and conduct, their precepts and doctrines which
… often reflect a ray of that truth which enlightens all men and women’. Yet we
Christians are very much aware that ‘if the music of the Gospel ceases to
resonate in our very being, we will lose the joy born of compassion, the tender
love born of trust, the capacity for reconciliation that has its source in our
knowledge that we have been forgiven and sent forth. If the music of the
Gospel ceases to sound in our homes, or public squares, our workplaces, our
political and financial life, then we will no longer hear the strains that challenge
us to defend the dignity of every man and woman’.

Others drink from other sources. For us the wellspring of human dignity and
fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. From it, there arises ‘for Christian
thought and for the action of the Church, the primacy given to relationship, to
the encounter with the sacred mystery of the other, to universal communion
with the entire human family, as a vocation of all’.

- Fratelli Tutti para 277

