
E S C O M B  PA R T N E R S H I P  N OT E  

Hexham & Newcastle D I O C E S E  O F   

The Parishes of: Bishop Auckland || Newton Aycliffe & Shildon || Willington  
Crook, Tow Law & Wolsingham || Tudhoe || Coundon, Ferryhill & Windlestone 

 

SUNDAY 31 JANUARY 2021  

 
4th Sunday of the Year : Mark 1:21-28 

 

“You can tell a good teacher in about 30 seconds,” Gerry said.  He’d just come back from a 
parents evening at his daughter’s school.  He’d totted up years of experience of similar 
evenings and generally felt he could make comparisons from the sum of his visits. 
 
What is it in us that triggers these value judgements?  Does the teacher demonstrate that he 
knows the student well?  Does ability to explain an academic subject clearly and helpfully cut 
the mustard?  Is it the teacher’s appearance, bearing, self assurance, rapport, eye contact, 
tone of voice?  Add all these up and we may be home and dry and at ease - or is there yet 
something else, hard to define? 
 
They said Jesus taught with authority, unlike the scribes.  He wasn't just sharing facts and 
information. He lived and breathed his message in ways that showed he was completely at 
one with his words.  Sick and troubled people were attracted to him like a magnet.  Cynics 
and those against the establishment wondered if here at last was the real thing - a straight 
arrow, someone who walked the talk and shone with integrity. 
 
His earthy holiness wasn’t stuffy or pious. He didn't put on an act, look for money or try to 
impress and he was impressive because of it.  He spoke of God because he knew him in 
ways others never could.  He was civil, he answered questions, he was only harsh with those 
who were harsh to others.  Folks were intrigued and fascinated and they came back for 
more.  They were seeing what love looked like and being shown how to spread it. 
 
He was no pushover.  A man of strength but gentle with it until words had to free people from 
evil. Then he commanded and got results.  No one should be constrained by what is bad. 
 
The Lord who is Our Lord worked for wholeness and growth.  Authority is for giving increase, 
to seek what is best in us for it to flourish and not to dominate or diminish the human spirit. 
 
I suspect his exorcisms were alarming to onlookers.  Closeness to such power isn't an 
everyday occurrence.  Those who saw him have a lot to say.  Be open to listening as they 
share it.  They were there. 

 

The Global Catholic Movement invites you to “Global Healing.” 

In 2015, Pope Francis published his ground-breaking letter on the 

environment Laudato Si’. Since then, millions of people worldwide have 

joined the global movement to address the environmental crisis our world 

is facing. This Lent, we are inviting YOU to join us for a series of reflective 

evenings with inspiring speakers, prayer and discussion, using the film-

based resource “Global Healing”. These engaging documentaries will 

inform and challenge people to respond to Pope Francis’ call to Care for 

Our Common Home. Suitable for all who are concerned about what is 

happening to our world and who want to take action.  

When? Six Thursdays from 18th February – 25th March 2021, 7.30pm – 
8.30pm   How to join? To register please click 

 

or email jane@catholicclimatemovement.global  

Hosted by GCCM Laudato Si’ Animators in the UK. 

“Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork is essential to a life 

of virtue; it is not an optional or secondary aspect of our Christian 

experience…Truly, much can be done!” (Laudato Si’, 217, 180) 

 

 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJcvcOuuqzsvEtMBwz2hxBzhhvwy0hcgyoEb 
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