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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
Imagine St Peter talking about Pentecost by Nick Fawcett

E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
Pentecost (A): John 20:19-23
We were letting our imaginations run. We’d listened to a lot of passages from St John’s Gospel
since Easter. We were speculating about what, if we had the chance, we would want to say to
John. “You met him, I didn't”, one of my mates said. It set the tone for the next hour.
John wanted us to meet the Jesus he knew. He said so - check out the start of the first of
John’s letters - it’s 1 John 1:1-4 towards the back of your Bible.
In his Gospel, John distils for us the Jesus he walked with, listened to, was overwhelmed by and
delighted in. He watched him, questioned him, sang and laughed with him. He wanted to share
his joy about Jesus with you and me. There were no cameras, no recording devices other than
memory, and the greatest gift of all - the Spirit Jesus gave to remind them of so much that was
important. With the help of the Spirit, John writes to us.
To my mate who doesn't ‘do’ subtle, you can’t beat the real thing. He wants to be sitting at the
table with Jesus, hearing his voice, reading his face, checking him out with friends later, coming
to a felt sense of what to make of him. We all swapped impressions of what it would be like in
his company and realised he was with us in our conversation. We were doing what the apostles
did among themselves. It’s what we were meant to be doing. Jesus challenged them to tell him
what conclusions they’d come to after they told him what others were saying about him. ‘What
about you. Who do you say that I am?’ (Matthew 16:15)
Our session was years ago. Today when we receive St John’s pictures of Jesus coming back to
them from the dead, giving them his peace and asking them to forgive in his name, we’re being
connected to the message given to the eleven apostles - to go out and be the Jesus of today.
He overrides our hesitation by giving us his Spirit. We must continue to ask ourselves and one
another what Jesus was like so the Spirit can lead us into being like him. In our imaginative
pondering, he’s very cleverly working in us. When we watch him working with his disciples, he’s
working with us.
That’s if we go with the word pictures St John gives us. If it all goes in one ear and out the
other, he’ll find other ways to send us out as the Father sent him. Don’t underestimate the
Spirit’s inventiveness - or our sluggishness either. Keep dreaming.

