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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
2nd Sunday of Advent (C): Luke 3: 1-6

John the Baptist here. I want to talk to you. I want you to listen.
People tell me I can be blunt. I don’t mean to be unkind. My message is in your best interests.
I’m on your side. But I’m carrying an invitation from the Lord of all life and it’s urgent. Please
stop what you’re doing and give me your closest attention if you would.
You get so immersed in making ends meet, struggling to survive, looking after your family,
distracted by everyday problems. There’s goodness there, greatness even, but the effort and
the time you give to these things means that some of the major truths about you can be
squeezed out. Time is limited. I want you to think about how you’re using your time. I'm very
clear about how I need to use mine.
Friends, please get real. Even with the best of us, we have things to be changed. Watch
anyone making a path, creating space for walking. Bumps and hollows need attention. You
level some, fill in others. It’s tedious but necessary. If royalty is coming, new roads are
created where none existed. We do the work if the reason and the cause is worth it.
I’m here to tell you to have an honest look at yourselves. Stand aside from the day-in, day-out
stuff and remember our God takes you seriously. He knows you intimately and we fool
ourselves if we think we can hide from him or pretend. Take stock of your life. Be brave
enough to admit to the need to change. I don’t need to tell you how that helps you, pleases
God and is an example to others. Your conversion to deliberately coming closer to God is an
unfolding story. It never ends. Return to thinking about it.
If you think you have no need to change, then think again. There’s always room for
improvement - none of us is perfect. Own up to your need. Look your faults, sins and bad
habits squarely in the face. Forget the wrongs of others, look at yourself. Turn to God, return
to God. He is coming to receive you. Admit your need of his forgiveness and do something
about it. Confess. You’ll feel better. You know this.
I’m telling you this because it’s my job, my mission, my life’s work. I’m sent to bring you to
your senses. You fill your life with too many things of lesser importance. Take my words
seriously. You won’t regret it. And remember, please, that this is not a one-off thing. Peaks
and hollows will always need attention and the Lord is always near. Go now , and thank you.
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E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P
Pope Francis on truth and its importance
We need to learn how to unmask the various ways that the truth is
manipulated, distorted and concealed in public and private discourse. What we
call ‘truth’ is not only the reporting of facts and events, such as we find in the
daily papers. It is primarily the search for the solid foundations sustaining our
decisions and our laws. This calls for acknowledging that the human mind is
capable of transcending immediate concerns and grasping certain truths that
are unchanging, as true now as in the past. As it peers into human nature,
reason discovers universal values derived from that same nature.

Otherwise, is it not conceivable that those fundamental human rights which we
now consider unassailable will be denied by those in power, once they have
gained the ‘consensus’ of an apathetic or intimidated population? Nor would a
mere consensus between different nations, itself equally open to manipulation,
suffice to protect them. We have ample evidence of the great good of which
we are capable, yet we also have to acknowledge our inherent destructiveness.
Is not the indifference and the heartless individualism into which we have fallen
also a result of our sloth in pursuing higher values, values that transcend our
immediate needs? Relativism always brings the risk that same or other alleged
truth will be imposed by the powerful or the clever. Yet, when it is a matter of
the moral norms prohibiting intrinsic evil, there are no privileges or exceptions
for anyone. It makes no difference whether one is the master of the world or
the ‘poorest of the poor’ on the face of the earth. Before the demands of
morality we are all absolutely equal.

- Fratelli Tutti 208-209

