S UN DAY 5 JUNE 2 022

DIOCESE OF

Hexham & Newcastle

DDIOCESE

Hexham & Newcastle

E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P

The Parishes of: Bishop Auckland || Newton Aycliffe & Shildon || Willington
Crook, Tow Law & Wolsingham || Tudhoe || Coundon, Ferryhill & Windlestone

Prayers from Pope Francis

E S C O M B PA R T N E R S H I P N O T E
Pentecost Sunday (C) : John 20: 19-23
Ever touched your car door handle and got a slight shock? The static electricity crackles and makes
you jump. It used to be quite common to have a thin black strap attached to the underneath of the
back of cars, hanging down like a lightening conductor to earth the vehicle. I haven’t noticed one for a
while. I still occasionally get a shock.
The atmosphere is charged with energy. Waveband in various frequencies brings us radio
programmes. Our phones receive a range of signals that translate into sound and pictures. Small
electric currents in our bodies make us move, think and feel. We take it all for granted. Not only
would our ancestors be amazed, I am too. Expand things to the cosmic level and the shattering and
creative energies of galaxies and planets are frightening in their complex beauty. Creation is powerful.
Today we’re celebrating God’s Spirit of love - a gift formidable, simple and pervasive. The Apostles
heard the sound of a powerful wind and something like tongues of fire appeared over their heads,
signs that echo the wind or breath of God at the start of the story of creation. A love bringing light,
warmth and change. The Apostles’ fears were replaced with a confidence that made them eloquent,
preaching to people from around the known world.
Electricity has many uses, powers a very diverse range of equipment, machines and gadgets. God’s
Spirit likewise fires up talent, reminds us of Jesus’ teaching, helps us to pray, forgives our sins, loves
within us and is the glue that holds the Church together. We’re tasked to be the praying labourers
sent to renew the face of the earth, reversing the damage we’re continuing to inflict on our
extraordinary Common Home, to use Pope Francis’ phase to describe our plant.
Jesus is no longer physically present as he was with the Apostles. But they had no doubts that he had
not left them unaccompanied. God’s Spirit is all gift. It’s what makes us tick spiritually. We think we
do good things off our own bat. Stop being daft. The love and goodness we bring is God’s way of
inhabiting our abilities to serve and care for one another, for the poorest, the vulnerable, for justice,
to combat evil, care for the sick, stand up for what’s right and initiate all manner of actions to uphold
the dignity of everyone.
We’re the followers of Jesus now, the children of God, sharing his life, the subtle and at times
outstanding Paraclete that brings comfort and inspiration and helps direct each day’s contribution to
the life of our family, neighbourhood and the world. Most of the time we’re unaware of it. That’s

God. Clever, crafty and active. Come Holy Spirit, fill us with your life. We dare to ask you to
change us.

A Prayer to the Creator

Lord, Father of our human family, you created all human beings equal in dignity; pour
forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter,
dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies and a more dignified world, a world without
hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open to all the people and nations of the earth. May we recognise
the goodness and beauty that you have sown in each of us, and thus forge bonds of
unity, common projects, and shared dreams.
Amen

An Ecumenical Christian Prayer

O God, Trinity of love, from the profound communion of your divine life, pour out upon
us a torrent of fraternal love. Grant us the love reflected in the actions of Jesus, in his
family of Nazareth, and in the early Christian community.
Grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, discovering Christ in each human being,
recognising him crucified in the sufferings of the abandoned and forgotten of our world,
and risen in each brother and sister who makes a new start.

- Fratelli tutti conclusion

