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       Get involved with random acts of kindness 
 
Call a friend that you haven't spoken to for a while 
Tell a family member how much you love and appreciate them 
Make a cup of tea for someone you live with 
Arrange to have a cup of tea and virtual catch up with someone you know 
Help with a household chore at home 
Arrange to watch a film at the same time as a friend and video call 
Tell someone you know that you are proud of them 
Tell someone you know why you are thankful for them 
Send a motivational text to a friend who is struggling 
Send someone you know a joke to cheer them up 
Send someone you know a picture of a cute animal 
Send an inspirational quote or article to a friend 
Contact someone not seen in a while to arrange a catch up phone call  
Spend time playing with your pet 
Reach out to call a friend, family member or neighbour who is experiencing 
loneliness or self-isolation 
Donate to a charity 
Call a colleague and ask how they're finding the change in routine 
Praise a colleague for what they’ve done well 
Arrange to have a video lunch with a colleague 
Send an inspirational story of kindness people around the world are doing 
for others to someone you know 
Donate to foodbanks 
Offer to skill share with a friend via video call - you could teach guitar, 
dance etc 
Offer support to vulnerable neighbours 
Offer to send someone a takeaway or a meal 
 

In addition to the church collections, we also  receive on average £420 
per month from direct debits.  Enormous thanks. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Following the most 
recent government 

advice, and that from 
our Bishops, church 

will no longer be 
open for private pray-

er.  This is an ar-
rangement no one 
would otherwise 

welcome but in the 
unprecedented cir-

cumstances we must 
take the safest 

measures we can.  
Please do your best 

to stay safe. 

 
Confession Times 

St Mary  
 

Saturday 
10.45 - 11.30 am, 

 
 

Also by request and 
any other time by 

simple arrangement 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote: 
 

“Do we settle for the world as 
it is, or do we work for the 

world as it should be? 
- Michelle Obama 

S t  M a r y ’ s  

Collection: £ 
 
 

S t  W i l f r i d ’ s  

Collection: £ 

 
 

 Services & meetings Location 

Saturday 9 May 
 

10.00 am Mass:   Holy Souls 
 

 

Sunday 10 May 
5th Sunday of Easter 

10.00 am Mass:  People of the parish 
 

 

Monday 11 May 

 
10.00 am Mass: Fred & Angela Fraser and Eddie 
Ross 

 

Tuesday 12 May 
 

10.00 am Mass: Joan Banks  
 2.00 pm : Burial Service for KATHLEEN DOBSON 

 
 

Wednesday 13 May 
Our Lady of Fatima 
 

9.30 am : Cremation Service for NORA WRIGHT 
11.00 am Mass:  Private Intention 
1.30 pm : Burial Service for JOAN BANKS 

 

Thursday 14 May 
ST MATTHIAS 
Apolstle 

10.00 am Mass:  For the care and love of all 
 

 

Friday 15 May 10.00 am Mass:  The Pattenden Family  

Saturday 16 May 
 

10.00 am Mass:   Denis Jackson 
 

 

Sunday 17 May 
6th Sunday of Easter 

10.00 am Mass:  People of the parish 
 

 

Copies of the weekly bulletin, the Partnership 
Note and any other handouts will be available 
in a plastic storage box at the door of St 
Mary’s and St Wilfrid’s presbyteries.  Please 
take what you need. 



CAFOD - Coronavirus Emergency Appeal - our help is urgently needed. 
Coronavirus has spread to many of the countries where CAFOD works.  
Vulnerable communities are lacking clean water and reliable food supplies.  
CAFOD’s experts, working through local churches, are helping to limit the spread 
of the virus through prevention messages, health advice and providing water, 
soap and toilets.  We are unable to collect your CAFOD boxes at the moment but 
donations can be made online at - cafod.org.uk or by telephone on  08085858885.  
The crisis will require a long-term response so please keep putting your change in 
the boxes and we will deal with it as soon as we can.  Thank you so much. 
Please pray for Kevin Cavanagh who has died after long illness.  Kevin may 
be remembered by some parishioners who may have been at school with him.  He 
passed away in South Wales at the age of 77.  Kevin is Sheila Blenkinsopp’s 
brother.  May he rest in peace. 
Help available - as part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this 
COVID-19 lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors and listeners have 
generously made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by the 
negative effects of the situation.  These counsellors and listeners can be 
contacted through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 6953 
and the Northumberland Listening Service on 07732980740. 
Northern Cross - is a digital issue again this month but we’re unable to provide it 
for free.  You can get a years online subscription for £14.40 by bank transfer to   
A/C Number 81602292 sort code 40-43-11 using your surname and postcode 
as a reference (eg Tindall DL14 6PQ).  An online standing order would be a 
lifesaver for us.  Or you can send a cheque for £14.40 payable to Northern Cross 
and post it to 11, The Grove, Hartlepool TS26 9NB (our office in Darlington is 
currently closed due to the present emergency).  Thank you. 
Come on folks! - One recipe in so far to begin a simple parish cookbook.  Give 
us your three favourite recipes and ask someone else to do the same.  Thank you.  
We could have this ready in simple form by Christmas if you’re interested. 
 

STAY SAFE EVERYONE, THANKS FOR YOUR PATIENCE.  THIS WILL ALL 
PASS TAKE NOTE OF WHAT WE LEARN THROUGH IT ALL. 
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Roman Banks  
Jane Hardy (Kirby) 

 
Please pray for 

BROOKE HIRST (94) 
MARGARET COGLAN (77) 

WILLIAM THOS AMOS (55) 
(AKA Billy Bowman) 

KATHLEEN DOBSON (60) 
JOAN BANKS (73)  

NORA WRIGHT (108) 
 

who have died.   
May they rest on peace. 

 

Please pray for the  
health of: 

Sun Acts 6: 1-7 Ps 32 1 Peter 2: 4-9 John 14:1-12 

Mon Acts 14: 5-18 Ps 113 John 14: 21-26  

Tues Acts 14:  19-28 Ps 114 John 14: 27-31  

Wed Acts 15: 1-6 Ps 121 John 15: 1-8  

Thurs Acts1: 15-17,20-26 Ps 112 John 15: 9-17  

Fri Acts 15: 22-31 Ps 56 John 15: 12-17  

Sat Acts 16: 1-10 Ps 99 John 15: 18-21  

Sun Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 Ps 65 1 Peter 3: 15-18 John 14:15-21 

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses: 

The Church is the people.  The building is temporarily 
closed but the Church is not closed.  It’s a community without 
walls.  Our God is everywhere - and in the people we might 
think as very unlikely carriers of his presence!  Maybe the 
hardest thing you might find to contemplate is that he is in 
you!   
When we’re able to open the building again, we’ll have a 
meeting to discover what we’ve all learnt - about God, about 
our shared humanity (remember Jesus shared it too) and 
about prayer and what and who matters more to us because 
we’ve missed it so much. 
If you’ve maybe reflected more, read more, thought more 
about others and about yourself, could you begin to make a 
note - even a mental note - about what’s struck you that you 
hadn't noticed as much before.  What had become routine 
and so lacked the keen sense of it’s importance or beauty?  
What about the springtime with it’s green messages of new 
life? 
And what have you not missed or have been glad not to have 
had to deal with?  Is there anything you’ll gratefully leave 
behind because you can do without it?  Does the restriction 
and deprivation of these weeks teach us more about elderly 
people, about migrants, refugees, the homeless, the starving 
and perhaps especially the lonely?  What about children and 
the vulnerable child inside you?  Have you had thoughts 
about your own mortality? 
The Spirit of God has been working in each of us all the time.  
If we take a moment to try to uncover what the Spirit’s 
prompting has made more evident to us, it could be the start 
of new ideas and ways of doing things differently.  Please 
give it some thought.  Thank you. 
Streaming of Mass - takes place from St Mary’s each day, 
including Sunday, at 10 am.  To access the streamed Mass 
via Facebook you’ll need to look for The Parish of St Mary 
and St Wilfrid, Bishop Auckland. 
The Foodbank - is now open each day Monday to Friday 
10 am to 12 noon and operates from Woodhouse Close 
Church Centre as the distribution point for the food you 
generously bring to St Wilfrid’s and St Mary’s.  A smaller 
amount is usually kept at St Mary’s to help individuals outside 
of the hours the foodbank is open.  We still need a range of 
staple items and ask if you are able to donate food or money, 
these can be taken direct to Woodhouse Close Church 
Centre during the times above or brought to St Mary’s 
presbytery.  The need is still great and increasing.  If you can 
help at all, many worried people will be very grateful.  Thank 
you for all your help. 
 


