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Blessing Our World Now 

 
Sometimes when we look out, the world seems so dark.  War, violence, hunger and 
misery seem to abound.  This makes us anxious and helpless.  What can I do in my 
private little corner of life that could have any effect on the march of world events?  
The usual answer is nothing.  We then decide to do what we can for our own, and 
leave the great events to their domain.  Thus, we opt out, and join the largest 
majority in the world; those who acquiesce.  Believing ourselves to be helpless, we 
hand over all our power to forces and systems outside us that then act in our 
names; they go on to put their beliefs into action; and ironically, these actions are 
often sinister and destructive.  We live in times when the call to full and critically 
aware citizenship could not be more urgent.  We need to rediscover the careless 
courage, yet devastating simplicity, of the little boy who in the middle of the 
numbed multitude, in naïve Socratic fashion, blurts out:  ‘But the emperor has no 
clothes’.  When spoken, the word of truth can bring down citadels of falsity. 
 
When we yield to helplessness, we strengthen the hand of those who would 
destroy.  When we choose indifference, we betray our world.  Yet the world is not 
decided by action alone.  It is decided more by consciousness and spirit; they are 
the secret sources of all action and behaviour.  The spirit of a time is an incredibly 
subtle, yet hugely powerful force.  And it is comprised of the mentality and spirit of 
all individuals together.  Therefore, the way you look at things is not simply a 
private matter.  Your outlook actually and concretely affects what goes on.  When 
you give in to helplessness, you collude with despair and add to it.  When you take 
back your power and choose to see the possibilities for healing and transformation, 
your creativity awakens and flows to become an active force of renewal and 
encouragement in the world.  In this way, even in your own hidden life you can 
become a powerful agent of transformation in a broken, darkened world.  There is a 
huge force field that opens when intention focuses and directs itself towards 
transformation. 
 
- John O’Donohue 

 

In addition to the church collections, we also now receive on average 
£883 per month from standing orders.  Enormous thanks. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Following the most 
recent government  
advice, and that from 
our Bishops, church 
will be open for Mass 
and private prayer.  
See the note inside 
this bulletin for de-
tails.  We continue to 
take the safest 
measures we can.  
Please do your best 
to stay safe. 

 
Confession Times 

St Mary  
 
 
 

By request and by 
simple 

arrangement. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Services & meetings Location 

Saturday 10 October 
St Paulinus of York  

10.00 am Mass: People of the parish 
  5.30 pm Vigil Mass: Tommy Francis 

 

Sunday 11 October 
28th Sunday of the Year 
 

10.00 am Mass:  Diamond Wedding Thanksgiving for          
Ian and Kathy Lloyd 
 

   

Monday 12 October 
St Wilfrid 
 

10.00 am Mass:  Thanksgiving 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
 

 

Tuesday 13 October 
St Edward the Confessor 
 

10.00 am Mass: Special Intention (B) 
 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 14 October 
 
 
 

10.00 am Mass:  Tony & Dominic Ottewell 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
1.30 Funeral Service for MAUREEN BLACKETT at Wear 
Valley Crematorium 

 

Thursday 15 October 
St Teresa of Avila 

10.00 am Mass: John and Demelza Ross 
 

 

Friday 16 October 
 
 

10.00 am Mass: Fr Peter Jarrett and Fr Michael Finnigan 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
 

 

Saturday 17 October 
St Ignatius of Antioch 

10.00 am Mass: Private Intention 
  5.30 pm Vigil Mass: Julie Pattenden 

 

Sunday 11 October 
29th Sunday of the Year 
 
 

10.00 am Mass:  People of the parish 
 
 
 

 

Copies of the weekly bulletin, the Partnership Note 
and any other handouts will be available in a plastic 
storage box at the door of St Mary’s and St Wilfrid’s 
presbyteries.  Please take what you need. 

Quote: 
“Blessed be he that invented 

sleep” - Miguel de Cervantes 

S t  M a r y ’ s  

Collection: £ 
 
 

Thank you 
 

S t  W i l f r i d ’ s  

Collection: £ 
 
 

Thank you 
 



envelopes are important as it enables us to identify offerings that are Gift Aided.  The tax 
recovered from HMRC is an important amount which requires us to use the envelopes as 
part of our recording systems.  No envelope, no gift aid reclaimed. 
Payment of Offerings by Bank Transfer - Any parishioner who wishes to stop paying 
their offerings in cash, can arrange to pay direct from their bank account into the church 
account.  See  copies in the plastic box on the presbytery doorstep.  Thank you. 
Gift aid - We would usually produce Gift Aid Donation Statements around this time to 
confirm for parish Gift Aiders the amount they donated during the last tax year and the 
amount of tax reclaimed for the parish in their name as a result. The letters can be used by 
parishioners when completing their tax returns if necessary, and also form an important 
part of our diocese’s audit process.  However, due to churches not yet being fully re-
opened as a result of Covid-19, this year we will only provide this information where 
specifically requested by an individual. This is because it would be unfair to expect our Gift 
Aid Organisers to distribute the letters when most parishioners are not able to attend Mass 
as normal.  If anyone does specifically request confirmation of their donation details 
however, please contact either the Gift Aid office (gift.aid@diocesehn.org.uk) or Michelle 
Dixon (michelle.dixon@diocesehn.org.uk)  or Andrea Emson 
(andrea.emson@diocesehn.org.uk) and confirmation will be provided for them on an 
individual basis. 
Loss of Weekly Offerings Envelopes - Some parishioners may not have received their 
boxes of envelopes for the new Tax year starting in April.  See John Stockton (St Wilfrid’s) 
or Tony Murphy (St Mary’s) or Fr. Dennis.  This applies to all, not just those who gift aid. 
Northern Cross - is struggling from no back of church sales.  This will last for some time 
but our funds are very limited.  It’s a digital issue again this month but we’re unable to 
provide it for free.  You can get a year’s online subscription or postal subscription by bank 
transfer to   A/C Number 81602292 sort code 40-43-11 using your surname and 
postcode as a reference (eg Tindall DL14 6PQ).  An online standing order would be a 
lifesaver for us.  Please check out the blue form in the bulletin box at the presbytery door.  
Thanks.  
 
 

THE VIRUS IS STILL VERY ACTIVE PLEASE STAY SAFE 

 

Betty Shoulder 
Irene Welford 

Michael Dowson 
Mrs Aitken 

Val Mundell 
Joan Lightfoot 
Monica Fuller 

Michael Nicholson 
Adam Hudspeth  

Christopher Browne 
Kate Johnson 
Tyler Quinn 

Maureen Nicholson 
Norah Hutchinson 

Robin Davis 
Angela Graham 
Stephen Gregory 

Frank Ridley 
Jack Tobin 

Jacob Thomas 
Charlotte Thomas 
Sheila Campbell 

John Boyle 
Teresa Brown 

Joan Hannon 
Christina Marsh (3) 

Ian & Kathy  Lloyd 

Roman Banks  
Jane Hardy (Kirby) 

Wilf Teesdale 
 

Please pray for 
MAUREEN BLACKETT (89) 

who has died.   
May she rest in peace 

 
 

 

Please pray for the  
health of: 

Sun Isaiah 25: 6-10 Ps 22 Philippians 4: 12-14,19-20 Matthew 22: 1-14 

Mon 2 timothy 4: 1-5 Ps 22 Luke 6: 27-36  

Tues Galatians 5: 1-6 Ps 118 Luke 11: 37-41  

Wed Galatians 5: 18-25 Ps 1 Luke 11: 42-46  

Thurs Ephesians 1: 1-10 Ps 97 Luke 11: 47-54  

Fri Ephesians 1: 11-14 Ps 32 Luke 12: 1-7  

Sat Ephesians 1: 15-23 Ps 8 Luke 12: 8-12  

Sun Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6 Ps 95 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-5 Matthew 22: 15-21 

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses: 

First Holy Communions and Confirmations had to be cancelled 
this year.  We are discussing arrangements to catch up with those 
who would have received these sacraments and will contact families 
when we have firmed up our plans.  We were scheduled to have a 
joint Confirmation Mass for the parishes of our local Escomb 
Partnership with Bishop Robert on 24 March at St Charles church at 
Tudhoe.  So that those who were preparing for Confirmation can 
receive the Sacrament, the Bishop has given special permission for 
each parish priest to confirm their own candidates.  We’ll be getting 
in touch with our own young people who had been preparing for 
Confirmations and will make our own local arrangements.  The Mass 
will take place at St Mary’s.  We will also be working out plans for 
next year’s First Holy Communions.  In the present upheaval we’ll let 
you know what may be safely manageable. 
Emails please - to bring us into the 21st century we would 
appreciate having email addresses and phone numbers of our 
parishioners.  Sometimes it involves considerable time and 
work to find people when needed.  Would everyone be good 
enough please to email us at office@stmaryandstwilfrid.org.uk 
so that we have your details.  This information will be kept safe 
and secure in accordance with GDPR requirements.  Many 
thanks.  We can email you the bulletin and Partnership Note and 
other information each week. 
Church opening - where we are  
 As of now, facemasks are required in church 
 We are open at St Mary’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays 11am to 1pm for private prayer 
 Tune into our streamed daily Mass at 10am on YouTube.  To 

access this, go to St Marys Bishop Auckland YouTube or 
HTTP://bit.ly/St Mary YouTube 

 Vigil Mass with a congregation is on Saturday evenings at 
5.30pm and booking in advance with a contact number is 
essential.  Places are limited to 50 with social distancing.  
Please book in for each time.  You are also welcome to 
join us physically in St Mary’s for any of our 10 am 
streamed Masses, including Sundays.  Ring to book in or 
sign in at the back of church.  Thank you. 

 Arrangements can now be made to use St Mary’s for 
funerals, baptisms and weddings, limited to 30 people.  
Contact should be made with Fr Dennis as a first requirement 

The Foodbank - has been increasingly busy over the last few 
months and as work prospects change, we foresee greater demand 
when redundancies become more likely.  If you can help at all, we’d 
love your support.  At present the Foodbank would be helped by 
corned beef, tinned veg, tinned potatoes, tinned meat and any 
other nutritious foodstuffs you are able to offer, also carrier 
bags - the stronger kind if you have any to donate. Donations of 
money have been generous and we hope that will continue.  
Bringing the actual goods is a direct help as it saves a further task of 
someone having to go and source the items needed.  Thank you in 
advance.  Please note the hours for the food bank are now 10am - 
2.30pm Monday to Thursday.   
Parish finances - Please remember to use your yellow envelopes, 
not forgetting the white second collection envelope also. The 
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