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The Touch of the Master’s Hand 
 
It was battered and scarred, and the auctioneer thought it  
scarcely worth his while to waste much time on the old violin, 
but he held it up with a smile.  What am I bidden, good folks?, 
he cried.  “Who’ll start the bidding for me?”.  “A dollar, a 
dollar” then,  two!  Only two?  “Two dollars, and who’ll make it 
three?”  “Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice; going for 
three…”  But no, …..from the room, far back, a grey haired 
man came forward and picked up the bow; then wiping the 
dust from the old violin, and tightening up the loose strings, 
he played a melody pure and sweet as a caroling angel 
sings. 
 
The music ceased, and the auctioneer, with a voice that was 
quiet and low, said “What am I bid for the old violin?” and he 
held it up with the bow.  “A thousand dollars, and who’ll make 
it two?  Two thousand!  Three thousand, once, twice; three 
thousand, and going and gone” said he.  The people 
cheered, but some of them cried, “We do not quite 
understand, what changed its worth?  Swift came the reply: 
“The touch of a master’s hand”. 
 
And many a man with life out of tune, and battered and 
scarred with sin, is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, 
much like the old violin. 
 
A “mess of potage”, a glass of wine, a game - and he travels 
on.  He is “going” once, and “going” twice, he’s “going” and 
almost “gone”.  But the Master comes and the foolish crowd 
never can quite understand the worth of a soul and the 
change that’s wrought by the touch of the Master’s hand. 
 
- Myra B Welch In addition to the church collections above, we also  receive on average 

£420 per month from direct debits.  Enormous thanks. 
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Mass & Readings: 
Pages  
81-83 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creed: 
Page 11 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
will usually be: 
Page 24 OR 27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Father etc.: 
Page 56 

 
Confession 

Times  
NO 

CONFESSIONS 
THIS WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 

Quote: 
 

“Zeal without tolerance is 
fanaticism” - John Kelman 

 

S t  M a r y ’ s  

Collection: £513.26 
 

Thank you. 

S t  W i l f r i d ’ s  

Collection: £220.54 
 

Thank you. 

 Services & meetings Location 

Saturday 15 June 
 
 

9.30 am - Mass:  Private Intention 
9.30 am - Eucharistic Service  
5.30 pm - Vigil Mass:  Fr Jim Doherty 

St Wilfrid 
St Mary 
St Mary 

Sunday 16 June 
TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

9.30 am -  Mass: Holy Souls 
11.00 am - Mass: People of the parish 
4.00 pm -  Holy Hour Adoration 

St Wilfrid 
St Mary 
St Wilfrid 

Monday 17 June 
 
 

9.30 am    -  Eucharistic Service 
8.30 am    -  No Mass  
1.00 pm    - Craft Group 

St Wilfrid 
St Mary 
St Mary 

Tuesday 18 June 
 
 

9.30 am -  Eucharistic Service 
9.30 am -  Mass - Fr Jim Keane 
7.00 pm -  Prayer Group & Adoration 

St Mary 
St Wilfrid 
St Wilfrid 

Wednesday 19 June 
 
 
 

9.30 am - Eucharistic Service 
9.30 am -  Mass - Jim Crozier 
1.00 pm -  Mass  in Bishop Auckland Hospital 
6.00 pm -  Family Night - St John’s 

St Wilfrid 
St Mary 
 
St John’s 

Thursday 20 June 
St Alban 

9.30 am - Eucharistic Service 
8.30 am - Mass - Holy Souls 

St Mary 
St Wilfrid 

Friday 21 June 
St Aloysius 
 

8.30 am - Mass in St John’s School - Private 
Intention 
9.30 am - No Mass in church 

 
 
St Mary 

Saturday 22 June 
SS John Fisher and 
Thomas Moore 
 

9.30 am - No Mass 
9.30 am - Eucharistic Service  
5.30 pm - Vigil Mass:  Jean Sweeney’s Intentions 
                                    

St Wilfrid 
St Mary 
St Mary 
 

Sunday 23 June 
CORPUS  CHRISITI 
 

9.30 am -  Mass: Private Intention 
11.00 am - Mass: Holy Souls 
4.00 pm -  Holy Hour Adoration 

St Wilfrid 
St Mary 
St Wilfrid 



 

Betty Shoulder 
Irene Welford 

Michael Dowson 
Mrs Aitken 

Val Mundell 
Joan Lightfoot 
Monica Fuller 

Michael Nicholson 
Adam Hudspeth  

Christopher Browne 
Kate Johnson 
Tyler Quinn 

Maureen Nicholson 
Norah Hutchinson 

Robin Davis 
Angela Graham 
Stephen Gregory 

Frank Ridley 
Jack Tobin 

Jacob Thomas 
Charlotte Thomas 
Marie Robinson 
Sheila Campbell 

John Boyle 
Teresa Brown 

Shirley Degnan 
Margaret Brown 

Joan Hannon 
Christina Marsh (3) 

 
Please pray for  

 
DAVID LESLIE WEEKS (65)  

who has died. 
May he rest in peace. 

 
 

 

Please pray for the  
health of: 

Sun Proverbs 8: 22-31 Ps 8 Romans 5: 1-5 John 16: 12-15 

Mon 2 Corinthians 6: 1-10 Ps 97 Matthew 5: 38-42  

Tues 2 Corinthians 8: 1-9 Ps 145 Matthew 5: 43-48  

Wed 2 Corinthians 9: 6-11 Ps 111 Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18  

Thurs 2 Corinthians 11: 1-11 Ps 110 Matthew 6: 7-15  

Fri 2 Corinthians 11: 18, 21-30 Ps 33 Matthew 6: 19-23  

Sat 2 Corinthians 12: 1-10 Ps 33 Matthew 6: 24-34  

Sun Genesis 14: 18-20 Ps 109 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 Luke 9: 11-17 

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses: 

has been sent to support CAFOD’s programme dealing with the effects of 
climate change on the world’s poorest communities. 
 
No Confessions  - for the next two Saturdays. 
 
Day for Life Leaflet - this accompanies your bulletin this weekend.  The  
moral issue taken up by this year’s Day for Life is Domestic Abuse.  Please 
read the leaflet carefully.  Previously called Domestic Violence, the ill treatment 
of one partner by another is now labelled Domestic Abuse because there may 
not be physical violence.  Abuse can be caused by control of finances, who the 
partner is allowed to see or contact, where they can go, where they have to 
shop etc.  This is not a new problem and it often takes great courage for a 
partner being abused to seek help.  There is help around.  Initially you may 
wish to make a note of the phone numbers on the stickers on the inside of the 
toilet door in either of our churches.  Fr Dennis also is ready to help. 
 
Pray for Bishop Auckland - every week we celebrate Mass for the people of 
the parish - and that’s everyone living in our area, not just the Catholics.  Every 
parish priest has this as one of his duties. 
 
We have been asked to join in 24 hours of prayer for the re-awakening of our 
spiritual heritage in Bishop Auckland.  This is an invitation to the people of all 
our Christian churches here and takes place from 9 pm on Friday next 21 
June, through the night to 9 pm on Saturday 22 June.  We’ve been given a 
sheet, asking for people to sign up to pray during one of the 24 hour periods.  
You don’t have to pray for the whole hour.  Just commit yourself to pray for 
Bishop Auckland during a particular hour of the day.  The sheet is attached to 
a fluorescent orange card at the back of church.  Please help.  Thank you.  
Churches across Europe are being invited to pray for their towns, cities and 
villages during this 24 hours. 
 

 

The Food Bank -  Many thanks for all of your food and 
cash donations last week.  The food helped fill the 
shelves but sadly they emptied almost instantly.   We 
now especially need tinned meat such as corned beef/
ham, tinned fruit and custard, rice pudding, tinned 
tomatoes, tinned potatoes, jars of cook-in sauce, long 
life milk, dried rice and jars of paste, jars of jam, dinners, 
shower gel and toothpaste.  We have plenty of  soup . 
Red Boxes - Please leave in church for the June 
collection.  Thank you for the March total of £492 from 
St. Wilfrid’s and £112.72 from St Mary’s. 
Advance information - Bishopsgate Lodge Care Home 
next door to St Wilfrid’s is having an Open Day on the 
theme of Celebrating Art in Care.  It’s on Friday 28 June 
from 2 - 4 pm.  You’ll be most welcome. 
Senior Wisdom suggestions - Pilates/Yoga - 
following on from the ‘Senior Wisdom suggestions’, we 
have been able to find a Pilates/Yoga class Teacher 
who is willing to come and carry out weekly 30 min 
sessions in St. Mary’s meeting room.  The classes will 
be held on an afternoon – time to be agreed. The first 
class can be a trial class, but then going forward there 
will be a cost associated with attending the class.  
Before we commit to anything, I would like to get an 
idea of who is interested in attending these classes.  
Can I ask therefore for people to add their name to the 
list at the back of church, with a preference of day and 
time (majority time will win).   
The Social Group is looking at all topics suggested by 
the senior parishioners and will provide regular updates. 
Quiz Night - to be held on Wednesday 26 June at 7.30 
pm in St Mary’s Meting Room. 
Alzheimer’s Coffee Morning -  held on Wednesday 12 
June raised £115.  Many thanks to all who attended and 
made lovely cakes.  The raffle winning numbers are: 
Zita White 610, Eileen Thornton 633, Patsy Ottewell 588 
and Sophie Hassall 659. 
CAFOD - many thanks to Melvyn, our walkers and 
sponsors and to all those who helped to make Sunday’s 
walk and afternoon tea so successful.  A total of £314 
was raised.  The money, together with additional Lenten 
Box contributions makes a grand total of £600 which 


