In the Escomb Partnership of the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle
Services & meetings
Saturday 16 January

10.00 am Mass: Julie Ann Banks
5.30 pm Vigil Mass: For all who pray for us

Sunday 17 January
2nd Sunday of the Year

9.30 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s: Eileen Stockton
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s: People of the parish

Monday 18January

No Mass
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer

Tuesday 19 January

10.00 am Mass: Frank Carney

Wednesday 20
January

10.00 am Mass: Margery Harrop
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer

Thursday 21 January
St Agnes

10.00 am Mass: Special Intention (B)

Friday 22 January

10.00 am Mass: Hugh Ottewell’s birthday
11.00- 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer

Saturday 23 January

10.00 am Mass: Special Intention (M)
5.30 pm Vigil Mass: People of the parish

Sunday 24 January
3rd Sunday of the Year

9.30 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s: Ann Francis
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s: Jan Walton

Quote:
“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to
pause and reflect”
- Mark Twain

Location

Fr Dennis Tindall, St Mary’s, Vart Road, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6PQ: (01388) 603431

website: Parish of St Mary and St Wilfrid : Bulletin e-mail: office@stmaryandstwilfrid.org.uk

Sunday, 17 January 2021

THE PANDEMIC AND US
Some just want to tough it out. If the bullet’s got your name on it, so be it.
You can’t do anything about it. Make yourself as comfortable as you can.
Stuff happens, but we want to scramble for comfort, so settle down, selfisolate, plenty of Netflix. This too will pass. For some - including Christians death isn’t the worst that can happen. We’re heading somewhere else
anyway. All right, let’s be sensible, but please don’t shut down the churches.
Or the golf clubs.
Meanwhile, in the refugee camps, in the multi-story tower blocks, in the slums
and the souks, the suffering gets worse. And the sorrow rises from the whole
world like a pall of smoke, shaping the question we hardly dare ask: Why?

Following the most
recent government
advice, and that from
our Bishops, church
will be open for
private prayer and for
Mass. See this
bulletin for details.
We continue to take
the safest measures
we can. Please do
your best to stay safe.

The best answer has been to the question, ‘What?’ What can we do? In the
UK, the government asked for volunteers to help the National Health Service
with all the extra urgent non-specialist tasks. Retired doctors and nurses have
come back into the front line. Some have themselves caught the virus and
died.
They are doing what the Christians did in times of plague. When serious
sickness would strike a town or city, the well-to-do would run for the hills (part
of the problem was often low-lying, foetid air in a town). The Christians would
stay and nurse people. Sometimes they caught the disease and died. People
were astonished . What was that about? Oh, they replied, we are followers of
this man Jesus. He put his life on the line to save us. So that’s what we do as
well.
Nobody had ever thought of doing that kind of thing before. No wonder the
Gospel spread. Even when the Romans were doing their best to stamp it out.
- Former Bishop of Durham - Tom Wright

Copies of the weekly bulletin, the Partnership Note
and any other handouts are available in a plastic
storage box at the door of St Mary’s and St Wilfrid’s
presbyteries. Please take what you need.

Confession Times
St Mary

By request and by
simple arrangement.
More details very
soon.

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses:
Church open - some churches have closed as the
casualties of the pandemic continue to increase. Bishop
Robert has sent us this information this week:
“Following a meeting last Monday between religious leaders
and the Government it was decided that our churches and
other places of worship may remain open. I would urge you
to bear this in mind as this gives us the opportunity to provide
a valuable support to the spiritual health and wellbeing of the
faithful. It is of course paramount that the clergy and laity
alike strictly follow the requirements for distance, stewarding,
and sanitation, as specified in the guidance sent out
previously. Failure to implement these measures is an
extremely serious matter, and potentially jeopardises peoples’
health”.
I would like to keep our churches open for the reasons above
until any time we are required to close by further Government
regulations. We will also continue streaming Masses from St
Mary’s (access St Mary’s Bishop Auckland YouTube). St
Mary’s will remain open for private prayer on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 11.00 am to 1 pm.
The Foodbank Please note the new hours for the
foodbank operating back at Woodhouse Close Church
Centre. The new opening hours are 9.00 am to 3 pm Monday
to Thursday. The Centre will not be operating on Fridays
or across weekends. I keep emergency supplies at St.
Mary’s. We will let you know when our food stocks need
replenishing. In the meantime, any money to help with gas
and electric needs continues to be invaluable. You can put
anything in an envelope marked Foodbank or Crisis and post
it through the letterbox at St Mary’s and we’ll pass it on.
The Week Prayer for Christian Unity - begins this Monday.
This year there will be no joint special services in each others’
churches, but we will pray each day for greater unity of Jesus’
followers across the world. Do please add this cause to your
own prayers. Thank you.
The Global Catholic Movement invites you to “Global
Healing” - in 2015, Pope Francis published his groundbreaking letter on the environment Laudato Si. Since then,
millions of people worldwide have joined the global movement
to address the environmental crisis our world is facing. This
Lent, we are inviting YOU to join us for a series of reflective
evenings with inspiring speakers, prayer and discussion,
using the film-based resource “Global Healing”.
These
engaging documentaries will inform and challenge people to
respond to Pope Francis’ call to Care for Our Common Home.
Suitable for all who are concerned about that is happening to
our world and who want to take action.

Please pray for the
health of:

Sun

1 Samuel 3: 3-10, 19

Ps 39

1 Corinthians 6: 13-15, 17-20

Betty Shoulder
Irene Welford
Michael Dowson
Mrs Aitken
Val Mundell
Joan Lightfoot
Monica Fuller
Michael Nicholson
Adam Hudspeth
Christopher Browne
Tyler Quinn
Maureen Nicholson
Norah Hutchinson
Robin Davis
Angela Graham
Stephen Gregory
Frank Ridley
Jack Tobin
Jacob Thomas
Charlotte Thomas
Sheila Campbell
John Boyle
Teresa Brown
Joan Hannon
Christina Marsh (3)
Kathy Lloyd
Roman Banks
Jane Hardy (Kirby)
Wilf Teesdale

Mon

Hebrews 5: 1-10

Ps 109

Mark 2: 18-22

Tues

Hebrews 6: 10-20

Ps 100

Mark 2: 23-28

Wed

Hebrews 7: 1-3,15-17

Ps 109

Mark 3: 1-6

Thurs

Hebrews 7: 25-8:6

Ps 39

Mark 3: 7-12

Fri

Hebrews 8: 6-13

Ps 84

Mark 3: 13-19

Sat

Hebrews 9: 2-3,11-14

Ps 46

Mark 3: 20-21

Sun

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10

Ps 24

1 Corinthians 7: 29-31

Please pray for
JOE McGALE (90)
who has died.
May he rest in peace

John1: 35-42

Mark 1: 14-20

WHEN: Six Thursdays from 18th February - 25 March 2021, 7.30pm - 8.30pm.
HOW TO JOIN? To register please emailjane@catholicclimatemovement.global.
St Mary’s is open for private prayer on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 11 am to
1pm.
Parish finances - Please remember to use your yellow envelopes, not forgetting the
white second collection envelope also. The envelopes are important as it enables us
to identify offerings that are Gift Aided. The tax recovered from HMRC is an
important amount which requires us to use the envelopes as part of our recording
systems. No envelope, no gift aid reclaimed.
Payment of Offerings by Bank Transfer - Any parishioner who wishes to stop
paying their offerings in cash, can arrange to pay direct from their bank account into
the church account. See copies in the plastic box on the presbytery doorstep.
Thank you.
Thinking of becoming a Catholic? If you are new to the Catholic faith and would
like to know more, you are invited to join a weekly online programme arranged by the
Diocese. It’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) and registration is
now open - Tuesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 pm. The hour long online meetings will
enable you to meet others who are also beginning the programme. You can also get
in touch, please with Father Dennis. To register or find out more, email:
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. Thanks.
Used stamps - can be brought to church for helping the work of the Little Sisters of
the poor. Used Christmas cards are not accepted this year. Please dispose of them
at home if you would. Thanks.
Please continue to send us your email addresses and telephone numbers.
Thank you.

INFECTIONS AND DEATHS CONTINUE TO RISE

PLEASE ABIDE BY THE RULES.
IT WILL TAKE TIME FOR THE VACCINE TO BE GIVEN TO US ALL.

