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PRAYERS FOR THESE TIMES 
 
Loving God, we ask forgiveness for the sin and arrogance that divides us 
and creates barriers between nations and peoples.  We pray with love for 
all minority groups, for those who are judged by their race, colour or 
history.  We remember all who are refugees, homeless or outcasts of 
society.  We ask your blessing upon all who work to bring a new unity and 
understanding between divided peoples. 
 
We remember all who struggle for survival, the poor and the oppressed, 
the hungry and the homeless, all who feel powerless.  We ask you bless all 
who strive to bring justice and peace to our world. 
 
We ask your blessing on all who are seeking to bring liberty and freedom 
to captive peoples.  Give courage and strength to all who are working for 
relief agencies and generosity to all who are called upon to support them 
in their work. 
 
Lord God, we pray for all who are being exploited by others.  We 
remember the poor and the homeless and we ask your blessing upon all 
who care for refugees and deprived peoples.  We pray for all who are 
being led astray by people around them. 
 
Father Creator, we give thanks for all you have given to us.  We pray for 
the world poor, the oppressed and all who are suffering from violence.  
We remember those who have been driven off their own land. 
 
We remember before you refugees, homeless and oppressed peoples.  
Give your strength to all who seek to bring liberty and justice.  Guide the 
leaders of nations and all who are in positions of authority into the ways 
of peace. 
 

- David Adam 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Following govern-
ment  advice, and 
that from our  
Bishops, church will 
be open for private 
prayer and for Mass.  
See this bulletin for 
details.  We continue 
to take the safest 
measures we can.  
Please do your best 
to stay safe. 

 
Confession Times 

St Mary’s  
 
 
 

By request and by 
simple 

arrangement. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Services & meetings 

Saturday 19 March 
ST JOSEPH 
 

10.00 am Mass: People of the parish 
5.30 pm Vigil Mass: Fedor Feyczuk and the people of the 
Ukraine 

Sunday 20 March 
3rd Sunday of  Lent 

9.30 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s: Anthony Chu Van Xuan 
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s:  Johnson and Dixon Families 

Monday 21 March 
 
 

10.00 am Mass: In Thanksgiving (P) 
11.00 am - 1 pm St Mary’s open for private prayer 
2 pm Holy Hour at St Wilfrid ’s 

Tuesday 22 March 
 

10.00 am  Mass: Monica Robinson 
 

Wednesday 23 
March 

10.00 am Mass:  Fr Harry Ryan 
12.00 Lent Lunch at St Wilfrid’s 

Thursday 24 March 
 

No Mass 
6.00 pm Synod Meeting  

Friday 25 March 
FEAST of THE 
ANNUNCIATION 
 

8.15 am Mass in St John’s School Chapel 
10.00 am Mass: Ida Herbert 
 6.30 pm Stations of the Cross @ St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 26 March 
 

10.00 am Mass: Newsam Finley 
5.30 pm Vigil Mass: Margery Harrop 

Sunday 27 March 
4th Sunday of  Lent 
 
 

9.30 am Eucharistic Service at St Wilfrid’s 
11.00 am Eucharistic Service at St Mary’s 
 
 

Copies of the weekly bulletin, the Partnership Note and any other 
handouts are available in a plastic storage box at the door of St 
Mary’s and St Wilfrid’s presbyteries.  Please take what you need. 

Quote: 
 

“Empathy is about finding echoes of another person in 
yourself.” 

 
- Mohsin Hamid 



window sill by leaving your name on the sheet at the back of church near the signing in 
book. We will hopefully be able to arrange the displays on Easter Saturday morning - in 
preparation for Easter Sunday. 
Passover Meal - We will be gathering for the Passover Meal on Thursday April 7  at 7 pm 
at St Wilfrid's. Once again this will give us the opportunity of celebrating our 
Jewish roots as we give thanks for the way God has led his people to freedom and 
salvation. Because COVID has not gone away, we need to give one another a bit more 
space, and so we cannot accommodate as many people as in the past. Tickets are now 
available at St Wilfrid's or from Michael Broadbent (01388 488569) - donation of £6 is 
asked to cover the cost of the meal. 
Passion Play Prayers -This Sunday 20 March from 6-7pm at Wear Valley Christian 
Centre.  It is a time of worship and prayer for the Passion Play and our town of Bishop 
Auckland.  We believe the Passion Play is part of God’s plan for our town.  It will also be 
wonderful to catch up with people from other churches 

Bishop Auckland Passion Play – Good Friday – 15th April  

Thank you for your interest in contributing to our outdoor production of the Easter story in 

Bishop Auckland town centre – at 12 noon and 3pm on Good Friday.  If you have already 

volunteered but not yet been contacted by one of the ‘Don’t Panic – All will be 

Revealed’ team, then please come along to No. 42 Market Place, Bishop Auckland, any 

Saturday from 10am if you are interested in being part of acting or crowd, or 11.30am if 

you can offer to help with other roles, such as sewing costumes, making props, helping 

backstage or being a steward on the day. 

Please contact Fiona Ewing (email: fiona@conkertree.co.uk), or Linda Gabriele (phone: 

07841 681689) or Catherine Donovan on 07790352023 for further info.  See website for 

more information:  passionplaybishopauckland.org/ 

Tickets are now available to reserve through the website and Father Dennis has some or 

add your name to a list at the back of church if you can’t reserve tickets online, and we’ll 

see if we can help.   

 

 

Irene Welford 
Michael Dowson 

Mrs Aitken 
Val Mundell 

Joan Lightfoot 
Michael Nicholson 

Adam Hudspeth  
Christopher Browne 

Tyler Quinn 
Maureen Nicholson 
Norah Hutchinson 

Robin Davis 
Angela Graham 
Stephen Gregory 

Frank Ridley 
Jacob Thomas 

Charlotte Thomas 
Teresa Brown 

Joan Hannon 
Christina Marsh  

Kathy  Lloyd 

Roman Banks  
Jane Hardy (Kirby) 

Margaret Pattenden 
 

Please pray for 
PAUL BROWN 
who has died. 

May he rest in peace. 

 

Please pray for the  
health of: 

Sun Exodus 3: 1-8, 13-15 Ps 102 1 Corinthians 10: 1-6, 10-12 Luke 13: 1-9 

Mon 1 Kings 5: 1-15 Ps 41 Luke 4: 24-30  

Tues Daniel 3: 25, 34-43 Ps 24 Matthew 18: 21-35  

Wed Deuteronomy 4: 1, 5-9 Ps 147 Matthew 5: 17-19  

Thurs Jeremiah 7: 23-28 Ps 94 Luke 11: 14-23  

Fri Isaiah 7: 10-14, 8:10 Ps 39 Hebrews 10: 4-10 Luke 1: 26-38 

Sat Hosea 5: 15-6:6 Ps 50 Luke 18: 9-14  

Sun Joshua 5: 9-12 Ps 33 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses: 

Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal - The Ukraine collection box will 
remain at the back of Church for some time.  CAFOD  is a 
member of the Disaster Emergency Committee (DEC), a joint 
agency arrangement that is coordinating funding to provide food, 
water, healthcare, shelter and clothing for the Ukrainian people in 
towns and for those fleeing from the warzone.  We’re also being 
asked to pray for this cruel situation and the implications of this 
invasion.  We don’t need to be asked twice to pray for the people 
and their worried relatives.  We don’t have the logistics to handle 
donations of material items.  Money is the persistent and most 
useful requirement. Thank you. 
Lent Lunches are on again this year.  The dates are all 
Wednesdays and the time is 12.00 noon.  Here are the details:   
23 March: St Wilfrid’s, 30 March: St Anne’s Church, 13 April: 
BA Methodist Church.  All are welcome. 
Daily Lenten reflections - Can be found in Lent Extra and on 
the diocesan website at https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/
liturgy-prayer/#seasonal  
CAFOD’s Lent Walk - You may recall that last year - when many 
folks were doing daily walks during Covid’s more restricted times, 
CAFOD had a Walk for Water appeal.  As a parish we raised 
over £4000 through individuals being sponsored for their walks.  
This year CAFOD have asked for a Walk Against Hunger appeal.  
Can we support this please for some of the most deprived 
children and families in the world?  I know times are getting 
difficult locally.  Let’s see what we can do.  Why not walk 
regularly with family or friends?  Sponsor forms available today. 
The Foodbank - A huge thank you for the donations received 
last week.  The following items are needed this week, jam, 
cereal, sweets, soap also bags for life and help with funds 
for assisting with gas and electricity needs.  In this winter 
weather anything you can do to help people with food, heating 
and lighting is a most practical way of showing love and 
humanity.  Funds to help folks with heating are already urgent.  
Any help you can give is invaluable.  No one should be living in a 
house with no heating.  Thank you.. 
Care of our Common Home - Environmental questionnaire - 
Please could all parishioners complete and return the 
questionnaire that was included in last week's bulletin by 27th 
March. If anyone did not get a questionnaire they can pick one 
up at the back of the Church.  
St Mary’s Piety Shop - Is now open. Please pop in and take a 
look. If we can help you with something, please do ask. 
St Mary’s Easter Window Sills - Would you like to decorate a 
window sill? Could you make a display showing a part of the 
Easter story. There are lots of ideas online to get you started and 
give you ideas. Could you use some of your recycling? Collect 
items from your walks - small pieces of branches to make  
crosses? We have sixteen “ Sills To Fill “ Would you like to do 
this as a family project? Or maybe you are a crafter? Book your 

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbHplVEJ3LXNYd05pMXBDTmNuOVdURkM0aHYxd3xBQ3Jtc0trREpRaHI2U2FycUpVNTN0RmVfYzRKZW0tYmprbkY1dDdjNjFmeTNkQmJCV29QLWVzOFdKOG1hVzRpT0xLMGtzMjhkQVlhR3lpUWhDY2tkbFRiLVRaS2d5ZF80TWRmZ1E3N1I5S0
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal

