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It’s about Community 
 

We have a splendid secret that 
shows us how to dream and turn our 
life into a wonderful adventure, no 
one can face life in isolation.  We 
need a community that supports us, in 
which we can help one another to 
keep looking ahead. 
 
How important it is to dream 
together.  By ourselves, we risk 
seeing mirages.  Dreams, on the other 
hand, are built together. 
 
- Pope Francis 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Following the most 
recent government  
advice, and that from 
our Bishops, church 
will be open for  
private prayer.  See 
the note inside this  
bulletin for details.  
We continue to take 
the safest measures 
we can.  Please do 
your best to stay safe. 

 
Confession Times 

St Mary 
 
 
 

By request and by 
simple arrangement. 

More details very 
soon. 

 
 
 
 

 Services & meetings Location 

Saturday 26 December 
ST STEPHEN 

10.00 am Mass:  Private Intentions 
5.30 pm Vigil Mass:  Lily and Derrick Brown 

 

Sunday 27 December 
THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

9.30 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s: People of the parish 
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s:  Stephen Ottewell’s 
Intentions 

 
 
 

Monday 28 December 
HOLY INNOCENTS 
 

No Mass 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
 

 

Tuesday 29 December 
ST THOMAS BECKET 
 

9.00 am Mass: Private Intention 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday 30 
December 
 

10.00 am Mass:  Joan and Ronnie Banks 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
 

 

Thursday 31 December 10.00 am Mass: Holy Souls  

Friday 1 January 
MARY THE MOTHER 
OF GOD 

10.00 am Mass: Agnes & Lennie Strong 
 
 

 

Saturday 2 January 
SS Basil and Gregory 
 

10.00 am Mass: Special Intention (B) 
5.30 Vigil Mass: For all who died in 2020 
 

 

Sunday 3 January 
2nd Sunday after 
Christmas  
 

9.00 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s: Holy Souls 
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s: People of the parish 
 
 

 
 
 

Copies of the weekly bulletin, the Partnership Note 
and any other handouts will be available in a plastic 
storage box at the door of St Mary’s and St Wilfrid’s 
presbyteries.  Please take what you need. 

Quote: 
 

“Life is like playing the violin in public and learning the instrument as you go on”. 
- Samuel Butler 

 



potatoes-tinned or packet, rice pudding, toothpaste, toothbrushes and 
shower gel. At the moment we have plenty of pasta, beans and soup.  Lets 
see what we can do to help. Opening hours this week Mon-Wed only 10am -
1pm from St Mary’s. 
Food and crisis help - Money donations are especially welcome to help those 
with gas and electricity needs.  Your generosity is wonderful. 
Parish Finances - please remember to use your yellow envelopes, not forgetting 
the white 2nd collection envelope also. The envelopes are important as it enables 
us to identify offerings that are Gift Aided. The tax recovered from HMRC is an 
important amount which requires us to use the envelopes as part of our recording 
systems. No envelope, no gift aid reclaimed. 
Payment of Offerings by Bank Transfer - any parishioner who wishes to stop 
paying their offerings in cash, can arrange to pay direct from their bank account 
into the church account. See copies of Standing Order forms in the plastic box on 
the presbytery doorstep. Thank you. 
Thinking of becoming a Catholic?  If you are new to the Catholic faith and 
would like to know more, you are invited to join a weekly online programme 
arranged by the Diocese. It’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
and registration is now open - Tuesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30pm. The hour long 
online meetings will enable you to meet others who are also beginning the 
programme. You can also get in touch, please with Father Dennis. To register or 
find out more, email:  adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. Thanks. 
Christmas collections - we will dispense our Christmas collections across our 
local charities as we have done in other years.  Thank you all. 
Used stamps - can be brought to church for helping the work of the Little Sisters 
of the poor.  Used Christmas cards are not accepted this year.  Please dispose of 
them at home if you would.  Thanks. 
 
Please continue to send us your email addresses and telephone numbers. 

Thank you. 
 
 
 

 

Betty Shoulder 
Irene Welford 

Michael Dowson 
Mrs Aitken 

Val Mundell 
Joan Lightfoot 
Monica Fuller 

Michael Nicholson 
Adam Hudspeth  

Christopher Browne 
Tyler Quinn 

Maureen Nicholson 
Norah Hutchinson 

Robin Davis 
Angela Graham 
Stephen Gregory 

Frank Ridley 
Jack Tobin 

Jacob Thomas 
Charlotte Thomas 
Sheila Campbell 

John Boyle 
Teresa Brown 

Joan Hannon 
Christina Marsh (3) 

Ian & Kathy Lloyd 

Roman Banks  
Jane Hardy (Kirby) 

Wilf Teesdale 
 
 
 

 

Please pray for the  
health of: 

Sun Ecclesiasticus 3: 2-6,12-14 Ps 127 Colossians 3: 12-21 Matthew 2: 13-15,19-23 

Mon 1 John 1:5-2:2 Ps 123 Matthew 2: 13-16  

Tues Colossians 1: 24-29 Ps 22 Luke 22: 24-30  

Wed 1 John 2: 12-17 Ps 95 Luke 2: 36-40  

Thurs 1 John 2: 18-22 Ps 95 John 1: 1-18  

Fri Numbers 6: 22-27 Ps 66 Galatians 4: 4-7 Luke 2: 16-21 

Sat 1John 2: 22-28 Ps 97 John 1: 19-28  

Sun Ecclesiasticus 24: 1-2, 8-12 Ps 147 Ephesians 1: 3-6,15-18 John 1: 1-18 

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses: 

Thank you - it wouldn't be difficult to list many serious 
consequences of the time we’re going through - we’re familiar 
with them all and don’t want to have difficult or depressing 
news drummed into us again and again.  But - and it’s a big 
and positive ‘but’ - the support and inventiveness of many 
people has been an inspiration. 
Generous individuals and organisations have been cheerful 
and active in helping others to feel included and not forgotten.  
Foodbank and other resources have been helped by folks 
sensitive to hardship because sometimes they’ve been there 
themselves.  Since April this year, in addition to donations of 
food, our parishioners have given over £7,600 to our 
foodbank to help meet critical need.  Others have given me 
monies in excess of £2,000 to assist the emergencies that 
come to my door.  It’s brilliant!  Sadly it goes very quickly 
because rather than the needs decreasing, they are rising. 
The Lord’s picture of judgement day can be a timely reminder 
“I was hungry and you gave me food …. In so far as you did it 
to one of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me”.  
Jesus appears often at my door in the faces of those who 
rightly feel they can come and be heard and hopefully helped 
at the place where we, his followers, come and live out our 
faith.  Enormous thanks for all you do and all you make 
possible. 
I dearly hope this sacred time is special for you and yours and 
that we can help now and in the coming year to make life 
possible for may others living around us.  God bless you all. 
 
Masses 
 Church is now open for Mass with a congregation.  Please 

ring to book for Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses.  
Masks are required. 

 St Mary’s is open for private prayer on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11am to 1.00pm.  

 We are streaming Mass each weekday at 10am, except for 
Mondays,  (access via St Mary’s Bishop Auckland 
YouTube). 

 Funeral services can go ahead with 30 people in church 
and or at the Crematorium or graveside. Any additional 
attendees at funerals will sadly need to remain outside. 

Please note that Sunday’s Mass at St Mary’s will be back to 
its old time of 11am and will be streamed. 
We are back celebrating Mass at St Wilfrid’s on Sundays at 
9.30am. Masks are required. Booking  is essential 
because social distancing has reduced spaces available.  
Please ring 01388 603431.  Thank you.   
The Foodbank - needs you. Big thanks for what you donate 
and for money donations. Items needed are sugar, jam, 


