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PRICELESS 
How do you love in such a way that you don’t have to look back later with 
guilt?  I could quote you from therapists about not having over-
expectations, sky-high ideals and false scripts, or I can introduce you to a 
little book called Hannah’s Gift. 
 
Hannah’s Gift is the story of a child who developed cancer the month 
before her third birthday and who died just before her fourth.  The book is 
written by Hannah’s mother, and here is the attention-grabbing first line 
of the first chapter:  ‘We both began bleeding on the same day.’  the 
mother is bleeding because she is about to miscarry; little Hannah is 
bleeding because no one as yet knows that there is a fatal cancerous 
tumour filling her tiny stomach. 
 
When Hannah’s cancer is confirmed the doctor sits her parents down.  
What will he say to them at this shattering time?  Well, he tells them that 
he is a parent himself and, remarkably, even as they speak his own two-
year old daughter is having a stem cell transplant at the Mayo Clinic in 
Minnesota in an effort to save her life.  She has leukaemia.  With that 
news, writes Hannah’s mother, ‘We went from a gathering of two parents 
and a doctor to two fathers and a mother who belonged to a club no one 
wanted to be in’. 
 
The doctor speaks to Hannah’s parents as himself the parent of a deathly-
ill child, not as a paediatrician.  He looks them in the eye and tells them 
calmly but ever so firmly, ‘You are going to have to make thousands of 
decisions from now on that no one but the two of you can make; some of 
them may make a difference whether Hannah lives or dies.  The best 
advice I can give you is this: Make the best decision you can with the 
information you have at the time.’ 
- Joseph Pollard 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Following the most 
recent government  
advice, and that from 
our Bishops, church 
will be open for  
private prayer and for 
Mass.  See this  
bulletin for details.  
We continue to take 
the safest measures 
we can.  Please do 
your best to stay safe. 

 
Confession Times 

St Mary  
 
 
 

By request and by 
simple arrangement. 

More details very 
soon. 

 
 
 
 

 Services & meetings Location 

Saturday 30 January 
 

10.00 am Mass: People of the Parish 
  5.30 pm Vigil Mass: Elaine Miller 

 

Sunday 31 January 
4th Sunday of the Year 
 

9.30 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s:  James Halpin 
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s: Special Intention (P) 
 

 

Monday 1 February 
 
 

No Mass 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
 

 

Tuesday 2 February 
PRESENTATION of the 
LORD 

10.00 am Mass: Private Intention 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday 3 
February 
St Blaise 

10.00 am Mass:  Holy Souls 
11.00 - 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 
 

 

Thursday 4 February 
 

9.00 am Mass: Anthony and Maria Harrop 
 

 

Friday 5 February 
St Agatha 

10.00 am Mass: Ann Read 
11.00- 1.00 - St Mary’s open for private prayer 

 

Saturday 6 February 
St Paul Miki and 
Companions  

10.00 am Mass: Fr Gerard Martin 
  5.30 pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 
 
 

 

Sunday 7 February 
5th Sunday of the Year 
 
 

9.30 am Mass at St Wilfrid’s:  The Smiles Family 
11.00 am Mass at St Mary’s: Julia Pattenden 
 
 

 

Copies of the weekly bulletin, the Partnership Note and 
any other handouts are available in a plastic storage box 
at the door of St Mary’s and St Wilfrid’s presbyteries.  
Please take what you need. 

Quote: 
 

“The future has to enter into us long before it happens” 
- Rainer Maria Rilke, poet 



inspiring speakers, prayer and discussion, using the film-based resource “Global 
Healing”.  These engaging documentaries will inform and challenge people to respond to 
Pope Francis’ call to Care for Our Common Home.  Suitable for all who are concerned 
about that is happening to our world and who want to take action.  
WHEN: Six Thursdays from 18th February - 25 March 2021, 7.30pm - 8.30pm. 
HOW TO JOIN? To register please emailjane@catholicclimatemovement.global. 
St Mary’s is open for private prayer on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 11 am to 
1pm.   
Parish finances - Please remember to use your yellow envelopes, not forgetting the 
white second collection envelope also. The envelopes are important as it enables us to 
identify offerings that are Gift Aided.  The tax recovered from HMRC is an important 
amount which requires us to use the envelopes as part of our recording systems.  No 
envelope, no gift aid reclaimed. 
Payment of Offerings by Bank Transfer - Any parishioner who wishes to stop paying 
their offerings in cash, can arrange to pay direct from their bank account into the church 
account.  See  copies in the plastic box on the presbytery doorstep.  Thank you. 
Thinking of becoming a Catholic?   If you are new to the Catholic faith and would like 
to know more, you are invited to join a weekly online programme arranged by the 
Diocese.  It’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) and registration is now 
open - Tuesday evenings 6.30 to 7.30 pm.  The hour long online meetings will enable you 
to meet others who are also beginning the programme.  You can also get in touch, please 
with Father Dennis.  To register or find out more, email: 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk.  Thanks. 
Used stamps - can be brought to church for helping the work of the Little Sisters of the 
poor.  Used Christmas cards are not accepted this year.  Please dispose of them at home 
if you would.  Thanks. 
 

Please continue to send us your email addresses and telephone numbers.  
Thank you. 
 

INFECTIONS AND DEATHS CONTINUE TO RISE 
PLEASE ABIDE BY THE RULES.  IT WILL TAKE TIME FOR THE 

VACCINE TO BE GIVEN TO US ALL. 

 

Betty Shoulder 
Irene Welford 

Michael Dowson 
Mrs Aitken 

Val Mundell 
Joan Lightfoot 
Monica Fuller 

Michael Nicholson 
Adam Hudspeth  

Christopher Browne 
Tyler Quinn 

Maureen Nicholson 
Norah Hutchinson 

Robin Davis 
Angela Graham 
Stephen Gregory 

Frank Ridley 
Jack Tobin 

Jacob Thomas 
Charlotte Thomas 
Sheila Campbell 

John Boyle 
Teresa Brown 

Joan Hannon 
Christina Marsh (3) 

Kathy  Lloyd 

Roman Banks  
Jane Hardy (Kirby) 

Wilf Teesdale 
 
 
 

 

Please pray for the  
health of: 

Sun Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 Ps 94 1 Corinthians 7: 32-35 Mark 1: 21-28 

Mon Hebrews 11: 32-40 Ps 30 Mark 5: 1-20  

Tues Malachi 3: 1-4 Ps 23 Hebrews 2: 14-18 Luke 2: 22-40 

Wed Hebrews 12: 4-7, 11-15 Ps 102 Mark 6: 1-6  

Thurs Hebrews 12: 18-19, 21-24 Ps 47 Mark 6: 7-13  

Fri Hebrews 13: 1-8 Ps 26 Mark 6: 14-29  

Sat Hebrews 13: 15-17, 20-21 Ps 22 Mark 6: 30-34  

Sun Job 7: 1-4,6-7 Ps 146 1 Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22, 23 Mark 1: 29-39 

Scripture Readings for this week’s Masses: 

Lent - begins on Ash Wednesday, 17 February - two weeks this 
Wednesday.  It’s a special time for all of us as we make efforts to 
apply ourselves more sincerely to aspects of our faith and 
Gospel teaching. 
This year, given the restrictions we live with, could we be more 
focussed and imaginative about how we choose to spend our  
Lenten time?  One of the big learnings most folks experience is 
the loss of simple human contact.  Although we cannot break the 
rules about meeting people, it is easily within our ability to make 
contact by other means - phones, laptops and so on.  Writing and 
posting a card (if you’re able) can mean a great deal to the 
recipient. 
Contacting even a small number of people, 2 or 3 each day will 
not only help them to feel appreciated and thought about, but the 
difference the conversation makes to you can be immense.  
Many of our senior people have lots to say, bags of good sense 
and life experience and time spent in phone chat is a gift that 
goes both ways. 
If you are able to consider helping the foodbank or our crisis fund 
as a Lenten exercise this is a direct answer to the Lord’s 
command to feed the hungry and care for those in any kind of 
need.  Believe me, the difference it makes is so obvious I wonder 
why we don’t have more contributions to help people get through 
the week. 
The foodbank is now needing your help with food for distribution.  
Our built-up supplies have now been used and need to be 
supplemented as soon and as consistently as we can. 
Our usual copies of this year’s Lent Extra magazine are now on 
sale at church or from the box on our presbytery doorsteps, price 
£1.50.  Thank you for all you do.  Let’s take this time of Lent very 
seriously and spend it differently. 
Sunday’s Second Collection -  is for the Lay Training Fund of 
our diocese. 
The Foodbank -   Please note the new hours for the foodbank 
operating back at Woodhouse Close Church Centre.  The new 
opening hours are 9.00 am to 3 pm Monday to Thursday.  
The Centre will not be operating on Fridays or across weekends.  
I keep emergency supplies at St. Mary’s.  Could we request the 
following for the foodbank please, hot dogs, meat paste, 
tinned or packet potatoes, custard and we also need carrier 
bags. In the meantime, any money to help with gas and 
electric needs continues to be invaluable.  You can put 
anything in an envelope marked Foodbank or Crisis and post it 
through the letterbox at St Mary’s and we’ll pass it on.   
The Global Catholic Movement invites you to “Global 
Healing” - in 2015, Pope Francis published his ground-breaking 
letter on the environment Laudato Si.  Since then, millions of 
people worldwide have joined the global movement to address 
the environmental crisis our world is facing.  This Lent, we are 
inviting YOU to join us for a series of reflective evenings with 


