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THEY HAD CAUGHT something from Christ, I thought. Some-
thing of who he was and is flickered out through who
they were. It is not easy to describe. It was compassion with-
out sentimentality as much as anything else, 1 think—a lucid,
cool, grave compassion. If it had a color, it would be a pale,
northern blue. They never seemed to romanticize the junkies

and winos and deadbeats and losers they worked among, and
they never seemed to let pity or empathy distort the clarity
with which they saw them for no more if no less than what
they were. Insofar as they were able to.approach loving them, -

1 got the impression that they did so not just in spite of every-
thing about them that was neither lovely nor lovable but right
in the thick of it. There was a kind of sad gaiety about the
way they went about their work. The sadness stemmed, I sup-
pose, from the hopelessness of their task—the problems were
so vast, their resources for dealing with them were so mea-
ger—and the gaiety from a hope beyond hope that, in the
long run if not the short, all would in some holy and un-
imaginable way be well. If, as I suspect, they looked at me

and at the others who worked there ‘only part-time as less

committed than they, farther away from where the real battle

was being fought, then 1 can say only that, of course, they
were right. But they seemed less to hold the difference against

us than simply to mark it and leave it for us to come to terms

with as best we could.
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Following the most
recent government
advice, and that from
our Bishops, church
will be open for
private prayer and for
Mass. See this
bulletin for details.
We continue to take
the safest measures
we can. Please do
your best to stay safe]
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Confession Time
St Mary

By request and K
simple arrangemg

More details ver
soon.
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